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GREAT PIPE TOBACCOS Cane 
PJ MERICA’S PREMIER 


Treat ffi of the moat | . 
blends. Each is unique and expertly tinned t PipE CoMPAN} 
ensure freshness. . . 

Distributed by James Norman Ltd. 


800-525-5629 * jamesnormanitd.aol.com 


The Finest handmade pipes from England and Italy 
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Ferndown: Each pipe ts beautifully finished Caminetto: “La Pipa del Baffa" 
by hand in England. Handmade Caminetio pipes are the jewel of 


Fitalian artistr 
Ferndowns are treated with thetr awn blend ¥ 


of otls te give the pipe that extra special taste. 









Stefano: 
Exquisite grains, 
Artfully handmade 
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Attila the Duck 


Thirty years ago | worked nights as a bartender in Clearwater, Fla., so my days 
were free. | would often ride my 10-speed bike to Crest Lake Park and spend an 
afternoon reading Henry David Thoreau and smoking my pipe. Weekdays were 
quiet, but the ducks around the lake could be pretty obnoxious. They would 
aqguawk and carry on and were sometimes insufflerably attentive, regarding any 
lonse possessions | might have as gourmet duck food. 

Cine day a particularly ageressive duck that | privately referred to as “Attila” 
anuck wp behind me, pot hold of my tobacco pouch and went running and flap- 
ping toward the lake. | dashed after him, but he was pretty fast despite his short 
lees and non-Nike webbed feet. | realized that he would make it down the long 
doping embankment to the lake before | could catch him. 

A heroic deed was required. | was young and impetuous, and | leaped from 
the top of the embankment in a fying tackle that would fill any professional 
athlete with admiration. 

Evidently, though, | wasn't the athlete | imagined myself. | hit the slope face 
and stomach first and slid 10 feet through the mud and muck and duck excre- 
ment fight to the edge of the water, where | managed to snag one of Attila’s tail 
feathers before he splashed into the lake. He turned from a safe distance and 
dropped the pouch inte the water so he could laugh and insult me. 

Mud was compacted in my shirt and pants, my pockets were bulging with duck 
crap, | could feel twigs and rocks protruding from my slime-infused beard, and my 
pipe, a0 in my lett hand, was packed full of the most putrid glop ewer to see a 
tobacco chamber. | jumped up and down, swearing and cursing all things avian. 

"Excuse me, sir,” came an offic ial-sounding Voice from up the bank. “Have 
you been drinking today?" 








[ didn't even have to turn arouind—l recognized that tone, “No, officer,” | 
‘aid. “Just having a little disagreement with a duck.” 

After a quick sobriety test 1] tried to find a clean scrap of my shirt to wipe the 
acum off my pipe. The officer asked, “What's in the pipe?” 

“Duck excrement,” | said. “I believe it's a legal ammeaking substance.” 

1 should perhaps explain that back them | was relatively accustomed ta 
disagreements with the legal syitem—not over anything overtly criminal o 
violent, you understand: | simply insisted on upholding my principles when | 
felt my acthons were justified. (My various acts of civil disobedience sometimes 
penerated a night in the county jail but rarely reiulted in crimimal charges.) A 
contributing factor was my predisposition for saying whatever sprang inte my 
head without considering ihe potential consequences. My father would often 
fav | had “an unfortunate combination of a too-flexible jaw and a brain with no 
emergency brake.” 

“It's legal ta smoke duck excrement if you're oo loclined,” jaid the officer. 
“However, it is met legal to molest ducks in city parks.” 

“lim ne duck molester, officer. | have agirlitiend. But I'm a litth disturbed by 
your implication that it's OR to molest ducks mite of city parks." 

“According bo section 22.41 of the Code of Ordinances of the City af 
Clearwater, mo unauthorized person shall molest, harm, ft ighten, Kill, met, trap, 
hunt or chase any wildlife roaming free about a public beach or park.” 

“li same guy had stolen my tobacco pouch and | chased him, I'd be within 
my fights. Bot a duck can victimize me and lim required to accept it of risk being 
charged with duck molestation?" 

“Listen, you seem like adecent guy, but you smell preity bad and | really don't 
want you ln my car. Just tell me you won't do anything like this again and we'll 
call it a day.” 

My principles invariably sabotaged me at these junctures. “] can't promise not 
io go after that duck again if he instigates a similar situation. He's diabolical" 

The officer sighed. “Go we need handcufts?" 

“Ti come peacefully. Do you think | could hose off first?" } 

“Oh, ves. Please.” Cu ! 

} hes 





We are very pleased to present the wonderful creations of 
Damiano Rovera. Damiano, a fourth generation pipe artisan, Dam iano 
has learned the art of pipe making under the careful eye of : . 
the master and father, Dorelio Rovera, In 2006 Dorelio 
decided that Damiano was ready for pipes with his stamp. -_ . 
The “Damiana Rovera” pipes were born, Damiano’s pipes ay i 
feature unique one-of-a-kind designs, incredible mouthpieces hovera 
and briar that is seasoned for a minimum of ten years. 
Experience the magic of a Damiano Rovera pipe ........ 
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: smoker's tale 

Tam 66 vears oid, and my adventure 
Started 47 years ago. In 1961, | travebed 
ote study in France, where | was initiated 
into the werld of pipe smoking. 1 still 
have and smoke my flrst five French 
pipes. Al that time | smoked aromatic 
bohasco.: To this day 0 still remember 
an amusing experience. | stayed with 
friends of my parents in Barcelona, and: 
my host was an ardent pipe smoker. As 
there was a scarcity of pipe tobacco in 
Barcelona, he would omoke cigarette 
tobacco in his pipe, which was so caked 
that he had te Joad and tamp it with a 
pencil Clearly he was not acqualiited: 
with the treamer, norwas | at the time. 
Torthis day | wonder how many pipes 
he went through, 

Between 162 amd 1Ka) f acquired 
another dozen pipes and continued 
smoking my pipe with asomatics com 
bined. unfortunately, with cigarette 
smoking, which | stopped in 194). Ag 
that time | continued my pipe smoking, 
j and my tobacco of choice was Dunhill's 
bulk aromatics. 

Ome day | saw an ad in the mewspa- 
) per announcing the sale of a pipe cal- 
lection, | calked the number and went 
fo see the collecthon. It was composed. 
of about 20 [Hpes, stands and other 
fadpets. A couple of Dunhills, a Comoy 
Extraordinaire, a George Jensen—in 
weneral, all quality pipes. 1 inquired. 
as to the price and was told that they 
ost $20. | suid to the seller, let's start 
again, You're not selling your pipes; 
you're looking fora home for them. He 
answered that iin effect thal was exactly 
what he was doing and that | was pay- 
ing for the acl 
Asa result of this experience 1 put an 
vee in the paper‘offering to buy estate 


= 


bi] 


PIPE LINES 
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pipes and was able to pick up two lower 
end pipes. Then the call came! Fhe 
caller had 20 Dunhills, two pipe racks, 
two pounds of tobacco, an unused 
Dunhill tobacco poweh and other 2ood- 
jes. 1 should mention that one of the 
pipes was ain unameked Dunhill 1580 
Christmas pipe. After some negotiating 
| bought the Jot for $500 

[ think-that [ sheould point out that 
I live iin South America and was mot 
acquainted with the world of ‘eitate 
pipes om the. Internet and other mice 
ties. Althourh | must admit that | liked 
the idea of nunning a pipe omphanage. | 
then procesded to call an old acquain- 
lance who | knew was an ardent pipe 
amoker whe informed re that he bad 
atopped smoking the year before at 
age 86, that he had his collection, 
that he loved the idea of my taking 
his pipes into the future, amd that he 
was delighted to give then to me Two 
dozen pipes came into my possession, 
including two Dunhills, several Wilkes 
and several GOHs, 

eedless to say that although | was 
able to clean the pipes enough te allow 
Te to smoke them, the time had come 
to find a professional to fully restore 
them. | was on vacation in Jupiter, Fla, 
and inquired at a pipe store in the area 
where | could find such an individual | 
wai given the nanve of Howard Schulte 
in Vero Beach. | hit the jackpot. Besides 
the fact that he does unbeliewalie work 
and retums the pipes. dike mew, Ie bs 
absolutely delightful and full of pipe 
Jove from the Mew York area, where hii 
family was traditionally immersed in 
the warkd of pipes. 

Today my collection stands-at 134 
pipes, af which 8 are in one fovur-ter 
Tack My pipes range fron Ounbiills 
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(40), Caviellog (BR), to nieerschaums (5) 
ba come|ohs (12) bo mo manmves. | ama 
disciplined amoker. My pipes are divid- 
ed evenly for aromatic tobacco, and 
English and Virginia, very day | select 
hwo pipes in onderhy fashion; ome tor 
aromatics and one tor English, and 
smoke each ame twice Excluding the 
cormcobs, which do net enter the fine 
up, Lretum to these pipes atber apprond- 
mntely G0 days. Thre obviens pesult ts 
that | always enjoy a freak dey pipe. 
When traveling | used to conry 14 pipes 
ina pouch until on ome trip | managed 
to break three stems. Today | only travel 
with my meerschaums, which are an 
Anitread Ramer, o French meerschanim, 
a 1955 Raywoodie with two replace 
able: bowl, and two IMPs, which are | 
my pokernight pipes. I have stopped) 
buying new pipes but am always on 
the lookout for estate pipes basically in | 
antique shops. | 
Om the subject of tobaece, as indi 
cated earller, it was stricdy aramathes 
out oof ignorance. Por years my pur | 
chases would depend on where my son | 
was stucying, From P99 to SOCK | pure 
thated tohaccos fram a tobacco shop io 
New Orleans, after that for three years 
at LJ. Peretti's in Bostom, always 2roe 
matics. In 2000, | came upon the world 
ol Gomell & Dtehl, whe intreduced me 
to English amd Virginias. 1 buy a pecoume 
of each: four of English and Virgina, | 
and four of aromatics. [am very fond: | 
af Three Priars, which | mix with black 
Virginia, or use it to tone down the black 
Virginia aromatics suchas Apricots ane 
Cream or Intercourse: always 50/50. Maye 
latest encounter ls with the Home and! 7 
Hearth selection from Russ Onelbette,” 
which | have acquired but not yet 
started to smoke. | smoke about bao ¥ 
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Prodigal son 


After exploring a career outside of pipemaking, Dantiano 


BY STEPHEN A. ROSS 


Rovera joins the family business, marking the Roveras*’ 


fourth generation as pipemakers 


One of the best-known parables in 
the Bible, "The Prodigal Son’ tells 
the story of a man who has two sons. 
The younger son wants his share of 
the inheritance before his father dies 
amd travels to a distant land where 
he wastes the money through profll- 
gate living. He's eventually reduced to 
working asa swineherd before coming 
to his sensei and returning home to 
bee for his father's forgiveness. Cin his 
relurn, he is surprised by his merciful 
father, who celebrates the oocadon 
by slaving a fatted calf and holding a 
feast. 





AS a young man, Damiano Rovers 
sought a way to ear a living outside of 
the family business, Ardor Pipe Co, He 
attended school in England with plans 
to become an accountant before, like 
ihe biblical prodigal son, he discovered 
he wanted to become a pipemaker 
after all. 

In his mid-305) Damiana possesses 
ihe easygoing self-assuredness that 
seems to be an Italian birthright A 
gifted athlete, Damiano played on a 
semil-pro basketball team wetil family 
amd work obligations conspired with 
teaching the wrong side of 40, making 


him retire from active competition. 
One of the nicest people anyone could 
ever mect, Damiana approaches lite 
with an active curiosity, a willingrmess 
to confront any poeblem with the abti- 
tude that it can be solved and the abil- 
ity to keep a simile on his face. Perhaps 
his demeanor can tee attributed to the 
beauty of the Italian Lake [District, 
where his home is nestled in the Alps’ 
foothills. Cr perhaps it stems from the 
realization that he made the right deci- 
sion bo return te Accor. 

Damiana works with his father, 
Boreio Rovera, in the bottom-floor 
workshop of Dorelio’s house, which 
also imchedes a small retail space. 
Working in the back comer of the 
apacious and bright workshop, the 
elder Rovera is working on a custom 
pipe, which the customer asked to be 
made with an alligater or crocodile 
moti, Dorelio uses a amall handheld 
clroular saw to make the detailed cuts, 
which include the beast's teeth, eves 
and scales. After completing each little 
detail, he stops amd shows his son, 
a humorous gleam in his eye, dis- 
playing an abviows enjoyment of his 
work, They then discuss the pipe that 
Damiano is creating. 

Damiano describes to Dorelic what 
he is doing, Darelia only offers his 
opinion after Damiana asks for it. 


They discuss the pipe's lines as Dorelio 
makes sweeping gestures with his 
hands to accentuate a point he is mak- 
ing. Damiano nods, thanks his father 
and the two men go back to work at 
their individual stations. 

“When you work with your father, 
there's always a kind of respect for each 
other,” Damiano explains. “When I do 
something, | like to show him and have 
him comment on my work. Following 
his advice, | modify my ideas a little. 
But then, it works two ways. | have 
influenced him in a big way. He loves 
the classics a lot, but when he sees me 
mix the classic shapes with unusual 
colors, he experiments some himself. 
The result is that his pipes’ designs 
have become a little freer. We help 
each other as we work through new 
ideas." 

The collegial relationship between 
father and son has been a factor in the 
Rovera family's history as pipemakers, 
which is approaching its 100th anni- 
versary. 

In 1911, four Rovera  broth- 
ers—Frederico, Carlo, Cornelio and 
Franscesco—established a pipe factory 
in Varese, selling machine-made pipes 
that bore the family name through- 
out Europe. The family continued to 
produce Inexpensive pipes until the 
1960s, when Dorelio became more 
involved in the company. 

At 61 years old and with a slightly 
disheveled appearance, Dorelio says 
the only toys he had to play with as 
a child were pipe related. Speaking 
Italian with Damiano translating, 
Dorelio states that he desired nothing 
more than to become a pipemaker. 

Starting work in the factory at 13, 
he saw the switch in post-war Italian 
manufacturing from producing inex- 
pensive products to products famed 
for their quality and, often expensive, 
characteristics. “Made in Italy” became 
synonymous with high quality and 
high fashion as Italian companies such 
as Ferrari, Gucchi, Armani and Versace 
won accolades around the world. 

“If Italian automobiles, clothing 
and accessories could gain worldwide 
respect, why not I[tallan smoking 
pipes?” Derelio and other post-war 
Italian pipemakers reasoned. 

Dorelio struggled to convince his 
father, Angelo, to make the switch 


While only the top pipe is a 
Damiano pipe, his influence 
can be seen an the two Ardor 
pipes that use colorful acryfic 
adornments in the middle and 
bottom pictures. 








from mass-produced machine-made 
pipes te crafting pipes by hand. While 
Angelo was a talented carver whe made 
figural pipes representing famous pec 
ple and animals, he recognized that he 
and his son would have to prove the 
superiority of handmade pipes before 
they could justify a change in the 
company’s philosophy. 

“We employed 44 to 45 workers 
amd we made 8) pipes a day for 
Mastercraft," Dorelia explains, “They 
had orders for thousands of pieces 
several years in advance. We also made 
ciaarette filters. Tt was hard for ws 
to change the production. And my 
father was very comervalive. Before we 
awitched. he demanded that we create 
handmade pipes that sntoked well first 
ab all. And that they exhibit fluoid- 
ity from the mouthpiece to the brtar. 
Once we met those demands and con- 
Vinced ourselves that we could sell our 
handmade pipes, we created Ardor.” 

A combination of their initialk— 


fu (Angelo Kovera) and Dor (Dorelio 
Rovera}—the Ardor Pipe Co. soon 
gained a reputation for creating pipes 
that displayed the qualities that Angelo 
demanded—fine smoking character- 
istics and Muid limes—with vigorous 
attention to detail and a willingness to 
expand each pipemaker’s talents. 

By the late “90s, Ardor had estak- 
lished its reputation, and Damiane 
had joined the company, performing 
fidimentary pipemaking tasks as he 
learned the craft, with Angelo and. 
Dorelic finishing the pipes. Damian 
took on more responsibilities follow- 
ing Angelo’s death in 1999. He had 
learned the steps and began making 
complete Ardor pipes. While fre still 
Takes Ardor pipes, Damiano has mow 
established his own pipes, which are 
Marked with a silver “DY loge on 
the mouthpiece and stamped with bis 
narne. 

The very fact that Dorello allowed 
his son to make pipes under his own 
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name should say something about the 
quality of Damian's craftsmanship. 
Thanks to the Rovera family's strict 
fequirements, Atdor has been recog- 
nized a: a producer of pipes that pres- 
ent excellent value. 

The Boveras age thelr briar in the 
“briat bank,” located in the heuse*s 
attic. Here, thousands of briar blocks 
are stored in burlap bags that are 
tagged and dated. When the briar is 
feady for use, it's brought dawn to 
the workshop, where it's placed on 
shelves atop a workbench. Most of 
Ardor’s briar comes. from Tuscany amd 
Sardinia, though the Roveras are exper- 
imenting with briar from Liguria. 

“Briar from Tuscany and Sardinia 
is very nice because it has a matu- 
tally light color that's easy to stain,” 
Damiano comment. “We only use 
Ligurian briar occasionally because, 
while it produces a light color, it typi- 
cally produces more flaws. Mipes made 
from Ligurian briar are offtem samd- 
blasted of rusticated.” 

Danang boys directly from the 
wood culter to improve the quality of 
the briar he purchased, and the family 
believes that it has stockpiled enough 
excellent-quality briar to make top- 
grade pipes for many years to come. 

“Buying directly from the suppliers 
fives me excellent results and [| throw 
away fewer blocks, but it's so expen- 
sive," he says. “Because we're mot a 
very big pipe company, it's important 
for us to get the best results that we 
can.” 

Damiano estimates that Arcdar pur 
chases between 2,000 and 2,500) briar 
blocks each year and has stockpiled 
enough excellent briar for years to 
come. All briar is aged for at least 10 
years and approximately 20) percent 
has been aged for more than 15 years. 

“We reserve that really old briar for 
our special shapes," he says. “It's a big 
investment but the results are good 
because we can offer something that’s 
a Litthe nicer for our customers.” 

While having an ample supply of 
seasoned briar is an important factor 
in crafting a pipe, it's what Dorelic and 
Damiano de with the briar that makes 
iit worth smoking. The mortise and 
tenon meet perfectly Mush, elinminat- 
ing turbulence in the smoke channel. 
Damiano also stresses that excellent 


amoking qualities are created by find- 
ing the proper proportion between the 
tobacco chamber and alr hole aa that 
the heat and smoke cam be managed. 

“The size of the tobacco charmser 
and the air hole changes with every 
pipe we make," he says. “Dilferent 
pipes require different dimensions, 
and it's up to the pipemaker to dis- 
cover what the pipe needs. Qur Glant 
pipe series might have tobacoo cham- 
bers Uhal are 2 mim of 28 mm deep, 
but cur smallest pipes may hawe tobac- 
co chambers that are 18 mm deep. 
Likewise, the air bole is drilled ta 5.4 
mim for our Giant pipes, while it varies 
from 3.5 mim to 4 mim for the rest of 
our pipes. lt depends on the size of the 
bowl, However, the air hole is always 3 
mim at the mouthpiece’s lip.” 

Damiano pauses as Dorelio once 
again beings the alligator pipe over 
io examine. They joke that the pipe’s 
“eves” should be stained red before 
COMmenting on other engineering 
aspects that define Ardor pipes. 

“A Finished pipe must have a tolac- 
co chamber with thick enough walls 
io prevent burnouts,” Dorelia says. 
“And then, the pipe must always have 
a head and a tail. It must have Muidity 
al lines that give it a soul.” 

Finding a pipe’: soul is a challenge 
that Damiano admits was a strugale for 
him toovercome, Early in his career, be 
atten became frustrated when a shape 
he tried to carve became untenable due 
to flaws in the bbriar. Then he discoy- 
ered that these frustrating flaws were 
part of the briar's beauty and that he 
should allow those flaws bo accentuate 
the pipe's beauty. Although the pipe 
might need to be ruvticated of samd- 
blasted, he now achieves the shape 
that he had in mind more often. 

Like his father, Damiano prefers the 
classic shapes, though he likes to give 
them his own interpretation. 

“Every pipemaker has his own ideas 
ob what makes a pipe beautiful,” he 
comments. “He is anty limited by the 
talent that’s in his hamds. Making a 
balanced classic pipe is harder than 
making a freehand pipe. Freehands 
are fun because you can play with 
the grain and the bowl, but classics 
require certain dimensions that must 
be reapected. My father taught me that 
certain shapes mest have pure ard 








Bamboo acorns a Damiano pipe (opposite page) and an Ardor pipe (top. 
Angelo Rovera’s workbench remains untouched since his death in 1999 


‘imple lines, so that’s what [ try to 
accomplish, e¢pecially where the shank 
and the mouthpiece meet. A pipe must 
have natural continuous lines." 

Darelio adds that Damiano's appren- 
ticeship enced ance he accepted that 
he had te take what the briar offered 
while still maintaining aesthetically 
pure lines. 

“Sometime: you 2et bad results,” he 
says. “But if you learn from these then 
you will become a better pipemaker. if 
every idea were perfect, making pipes 
would be too easy and creativity would 
remain stable because mething weuld 
give you the willpower to research 
something new." 


To maintain the fluidity of their 
pipes’ designs, the Beweras hand cut 
every mouthpiece from acrylic ot 
Cumberland pods. Im recent years, 
Damiano im particular has received 
praise for the extra work he puts inte 
each mouthpiece, While it cosets more 
and practically doubles the amount of 
time it takes to make a pipe, Damiano 
anys the effort kk worth: tt. 

“Every pipe needs ti own mouth. 
piece,” he comments. “We couldn't 
create the pipes we make without pro- 
ducing our own mouthpieces, and its 
easker for ws to do it instead af using 
preproaduced ones. A bot of American 
pipe smoker told me that there aren't 


Three angles of a Damiana 


Collection—his top grade: 








many pipemakers who spend so much 
time on the mouthpieces. Making our 
own mouthpieces is very important for 
me because it adds a good touch to the 
pipe's entire beauty." 

Making thei own mouthpieces 
gives the Roveras more freedom to take 
custom order as well. Damiana esti- 
mates that nearly half of their annual 
preducthon is custom order. While 
Aone customer demands are larletched 
and sometime: impossible to create, 
others have sparked the Reweras cre- 
ative energy and allowed them to see 
market trends, 

“| always appreciate suggestions 
and comments from my customers,” 
Damiano states, “Following customer 
suggestions and ideas presents you the 
opportunity to compare and add to 
Your Own ideas. You may mot achieve 
something special without the sugmes- 
tion of someone else. [t's great to offer 
something different too. Taking special 
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order. from customers is a good thing 
because it allows you to grow and 
develop your skills and maybe open 
your mind to mew ideas." 

A&G an example, Damiana cites 
Atdor’s Giant and Fantasy series pipes. 
In 2000, Atdor made a few Giant arid 
Fantasy pipes because people wanted 
latger pipes of freehand pipes with dif- 
ferent types of adornments or colors. 
Sine years later, these few pipes have 
grown into full-fledged Arder lines 
with many different shapes, and the 
Atdor pipes are regularly adorned with 
different materials amd use unique 
color schemes. 

Atder and Damiana pipes some- 
times feature colored mouthpieces, 
which are made from special rods that 
Damiano custom orders fram a friend. 
Bambeo and silver ane also common 
adomiments the Moveras use to accen- 
uate certain pipes. 

Through their own experiments, 
custom order inspirations and color 
combinations, the Roweras have cre- 
ated more than 360 tegular shapes. 
Thete are s0 many variations that 
Dorelic says they've stopped assign- 
ing numbers to the shapes because 
it drove them crazy trying to keep 
track of them all. And pipe enthusiasts 
can look forward to seeing even more 
innovative designs. 

“Damiano has taaght me to always 
look for something new,” he says. “I'm 
much happier being a pipemaker mow 
than | have ever been because he has 
helped me realize that there are many 
altemmatives to explore when making a 
pipe, Which leads more pecuple to enjoy 
our work.” 

Atdor pipes were primarily sold in 
Europe, with a few finding their way 
into the United States, umtil 17, 
when Steve Monjure bought his first 
Ardor pipe. A year later, Monjure vis- 
ited the Rowera family. They developed 
a strong business relationship, amd 
more importantly te the Roveras, a fast 
friendship. 

“It's always important to do business 
with peaple who understand pipes,” 
Damiano says. “Steve has helped initro- 
duce our pipes to more people in 
the United States than we ever could 
have imagined. He lets us know what 
American pipe smokers want, and we 
do our best to fill that demand. We 


work very well together and we col- 
laborate on mew bdeas." 

Some of those new ideas have 
already started to appear on tobac- 
conists’ shelwes, while others are still 
being created. Damiana is experinvent- 
ing with oij-curlng processes in the 
hopes af releasing a line of oil-cured 
pipes. Amd he and his father are experi- 
menting with wnoique shapes that they 
hope to release as a apecial 100th anni- 
versary pipe series in 2011. Both men 
repeatedly comment om thelr desire to 
continue searching for mew twists to 
introduce te their craft. The freedom 
to explore and assert his creativity led 
Damiano to throw away his spread- 
sheets and join his father in making 
plpes. 

“| don't like te stay om the same 
road," Damian states. “IT like to have 
the posibility te use all the best ideas 
[can | wanted to learn a tough job, 
and pipemaking requires you to have 
an intense desire to see your ideas 
through. The secret is that you can 
achieve pond results if you spend the 
tine.” 


al order “Alligator” pipe 
The prodigal son has come home, ‘ P : . io carves (top). Father 
where he belonged all along. [A] f i 





Nomenclature 
Damiano Rovera’s pipes feature a silver “Dr logo fixed to the mouthplece. The pipes are stamped “Damiano Rovera,” with 
the grade, “Fatta A Mine,” “Italy” and the year of production. 
Damiano separates his pipes into six grades based on grain and finish. The better the grain, the lighter the stain that 
Rovera applies. The grades, In descending order, are: 


Collection excellent grain, smesoth finish, natural Onn amoath finish, walnut stain 

stain, the very best Damiano offers Ardesha smicath finish, gray stain 
Pura smooth finish, light orange stain Pietra rough pebble (rusticated) finish, tan stain 
Perla smooth finish, orange stain Pra Sabidota sandblast finish, light orange atain 


Ardor pipes are stamped *Ardor,” with the grade, “Fatla A Mano,” “Italy” and the year of production. Venere and Venere 
Due Punti pipes feature two blue dots afficed onto the side of the mouthpiece. The rest of the line features one dot on 
the mouthplece. Ardor pipes are graded In the following manner. 


Venere Due Punti blond finish, straight grain, the top Urano Roccia rusticated finish; tan, black or red- 
(2-Eant} Arcor grade brown stain 
Venere amomth blond finish with excellent Pintone smooth finish, Bordeaux lacquer 
grain stalin 
Mdiercuria amoocth finish, light brown stain Netiiric smooth finish, black lacquer stain 
Glove smooth finish, walnut stain Tera Unio Reccia rusticated finish, no stain 
Adarte amooth finish, gray stain Terra Sabbiata sandblast finish, mo stalin 
Marte Sabbiata sandblast finish, tan stain Tabncon carved tohacca leaves 
Unie Sabbieta = = sandblast finish; brown, black orred Titan rough pebble finish 
Stain Gace carved rain drops 
Meteora carved rock finish; tam or black- Afveaine carved beehive swirls 


brown stain 


BY BRLECE HARRIS: 


Ben Rapaport 


Renowned writer realizes rapport with readers 


There exists an adage, “Acquaint 
yourself with a man's bookshelf, arid 
you aoguaint yourself with the man." 
Ben BRapapert's bookshelf jactually, 
overflowing bookshelves) covers 
one long dem wall in his Virginia 
home. “Wall to wall, Moor to ceil- 
ing books about pipes and tobacco,” 
says pipe collector Mike MetCain, 
who has had the pleasure of visit- 
ing Rapaport's personal Library. In 
addition to the bookshelves, several 
stacks of duplicate books, journals, 
lithographs and prints are kepe in 
a separate room, all af which are 
described and offered for sale via a 
quarterly newsletier to customers of 
Rapaport’s Antiquarian Tobacciana, 
a mail-order business launched circa 
1980. While his approximately 2,000 
volumes of tobacchana (in several dif- 
ferent languages) bring to light a man 
devoted to the annals and lore of the 
sacred weed and its utensils, akin toa 
Creorge Arents of our time, the book- 
shelf reveals an incomplete picture of 
Rapaport. 

Rapaport has the care gift of “smok- 
ing scholarship’ found in too few of 


4 


tobaces history's stable of experts and. 
advocates. His first bank, A Tobacce 
Soice Book, and his first article on 
pipe collecting (in The Antigiue Tre 
Weeki) appeared in 1972 when he 
was 36, and he's been authoring 
continuously since that year, Now 
al twice the age, he shows no sign 
of slowing down. Like an investiga- 
tive reporter, he insists that there is 
yet much more to research and write 
abaut in this arcane field. Mining this 
tich vein and sharing the yleld with 
others is KRapaport's mission, Having 
already left a permanent and indel- 
ible mark in the pipe and tobacco 
world, however, Rapaport could, at 
any time, decide to pul aside pen 
and paper. $0 what better time than 
the present to recognize his lifelong 
involvement in this hobby and par- 
ticularly his extensive body of work? 
Sooner, | say, is better than later to 
recount his contributhons. 

Readers of this magazine should. 
be more than familiar with his name. 
Since Pipes and tofueccas’ 1996 imau- 
gural issue, the prolific Rapaport 
has contributed (as of this woiting) 
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an amazing 24 articles to iis pages. 
Lest anyone think quantity does nat 
equate to quality in his writings, one 
need only read his articles to dispel 
that notion. He draws on his vast 
Tesources, Quite offen documenting 
facts with footnotes and endnotes 
(his articles have contalned as many 
as 68 references), and he spends any- 
where from five to six months craft- 
ing and reshaping an article. 

Close friends know that he cus- 
tomarily shies away from the lime- 
light and prefers to let his writings 
apeak for him; despite recognition 
around the world, he is reluctant to 
tout hi own accomplishments. The 
downside to such an unassuming 
personality ts that many collectors, or 
anyone interested in delving deeper 
into the enigmatic world of tobac- 
clana, whether historical in nature 
or of a contemporary slant, might 
nat be aware of all that Rapaport has 
provided us through the years. He 
has gone beyond discussions about 
straight grains, fills andfor the lat- 
est hot pipe carver to search for, 
questioning and developing a greater 


understanding of the rich history and 
intricactes that make ours a fascinat- 
ing and rewarding hobby. The curious 
hobbyist seeking answers to complex 
and puzzling questions has a unique 
resource in Rapapeart, & pre-eminent 
expert more than willing to share his 
time and knowledge to help educate 
and further the hobby he loves. 

An antique pipe 
cdlector and tohacca 
bibliophile, the weorld- 


traveled Rapaport 
wat inducted into 
the International 


Academy of the Pipe 
in 1985 as the U8. 
founding member, 
and inte the Confrérie 
dea Maltres-ipiers de 
Saint-Claude, France, 
in 1980. Rapaport has 
authored six books 
and contributed ta 
myriad publications in 
addition te Pa After 
a bit of minor swceess 
gelling his first book, 
mentioned earlier, the 
popular A Cuwplete 
tae fa Callectlieg 
Antique Pipes followed 
in 1979. A decade 
later, he published 
The Glolal! Galde ta 
fobacce Litewture. Twa 
of Bapaport’s books 
were published dur- 
ing the 19908: Museum 
af Tobacco Histary and 
Art Guile Book (1996) 
and Callecting Antique 
Meenchuinnis: Minianire 
fe Muafestic Sculpture, 
1SSiL 1925 (1999). The 
most recent is his first 
nontobacoo writing 
venture, The Arts of ai 
Addiction: Ging Dvoasty Oplun Pipes 
ad Accessories (20045), co-authored 
with fellow academician Carlos 
Armero. Alter six beoks im 34 years, 
Rapaport swears he'll not undertake 
another—it's too emotionally derain- 
ing and time-consuming—but he 
hopes to continue writing articles as 
long a6 magazine editors are willing 
to dedicate space to his “ramblings.” 

In addition to writing, Rapaport is 


often a lecturer at pipe clubs and pipe 
shows. He is also a certified personal 
property appraiser, has conducted 
valuations af toebacclana for a mum- 
ber of museums and was the cata- 
loguer for a major New York auction 
house dispersing a large collection of 
arlique pipes. 

Esoteric, profound, erudite, edu- 





Holding one of the many finely (lhustrated works on antique pipes. 
{photos by fean-Robert Guenard}) 


cational and humercus are all char- 
acteristics that describe Rapaport's 
writings and contributions to our 
great hobby. He ended the preface of 
his first published work, A Tobacco 
Samivce Book, with the following allit- 
erative quip: “Wishing the reader 
peaceful puting, relevant research 
and creative collecting.” No one at 
the time, except perhaps the author, 
knew this alliteration would portend 


thing: to come. Examples of articles 
in P&T with his trademark alliterative 
tithes include, among others: “Going, 
Going, Almost Gone! The Might and 
Flight of Tobacco Museums," and 
“The Paradox of the Porcelain Pipe: 
Pleasing to ihe Eye, Pungent to the 
Malate, and Checasionally Perilous for 
the Pure.” Who can forget a clas- 
sic in 20008, “Titillating 
Tebacoo Collectibles: 
Function, Form, 
fashion, and Fantasy." 
This is but a small sam- 


pling. 
Phe observant 
jeader might notice 


an intriguing subtlety 
about Rapapori’s mis- 
¢ellany. He is comfort- 
able writing about the 
luistary ef pipes, tobac- 
oo, Museums, amoking 
accessories and ephem- 
gra, but he avoids writ- 
ing about pipe amnakineg. 
He sees himself as a 
historian, mining and 
probing to encounter 
new topics or aspects 
al pipe lore and related 
topics, and he prefers 
jo leave the dialogue 
about the pleasures of 
amoking in the hands 
al others more capable 
and more attuned to 
ackling this complex 
and controversial pub- 
Jic health issue. 

AL any given time, 
fapaport is develop- 
ing between 10 and 
20 stories simultane- 
ausly. Think about 
that. That's more than 
many people wiite ina 
lifetime! Where do his 
ideas come from? His creative juices 
slart flowing each moming as he 
slits in a swivel chair, coffee in hard, 
facing his unique library, unique 
not only for its breadth and scope 
of material, but for its organization, 
neatness and orderliness. He knows 
exactly what he has, where all of it is 
located and has read just about every 
volume in his collection. He thinks 
about a number of potential topics or 


subjects an which to write and then 
checks his holdings te determine if 
the subject matter has previously 
and, just as impertantly, properly 
been addressed, Surrounded by books 
and back issues of P&T, Pipe Lovers, 
Tie America Snecker, Pipe, Pipe Line 
and a few foreign-language journals, 
auch as Piber & Tobak and Rdkrigar, 
these tell him whether to proceed 
with the project. “1 assemble all the 
televant information and data for a 
particular story, flush out an outline 
and a framework on my computer, 
add meat to bones, save, open the 
file a week later, add more stuif, 
move stuff, excise stuff, ete., wntil 
1 get it right, get lt ready for prime 
time.” 

He attributes his disciplined, thor- 
ough and regimented writing style to 
his Army counterintelligence training 
aver four decades ago. Correlating 
Military service with writing success 
may, at first glance, be improbable, 
but according to Rapaport, “The cur- 
ficulum drills the student to seek 
answers to the six basic interrogatives 
[who, what, where, why, how amd 
when], and so | ask myself when | 
write, which interrogatives apply aru. 
have | answered them? At the end of 
the day, using this rule of thumb, if] 
have done it right, the reader should 
be able to read what | have written 
and have no unanswered questlons 
on content.” 

[t's a writing formula Rapaport has 
used successfully since taking lhall- 
point pen and lined pad im hand in 
those pre-com puter days 30-odd years 
ago. Thanks to his fecund imagina- 
tion and creative talents, Rapapsort’s 
well hasn't rum dry. 

Like any other successful writer, 
Rapaport has worked hard at hon- 
ing his writing skills, and over the 
decades he has improved them to 
become a more polished author. 
Transitioning from 26 years as a 
avstems analyst and technical writer 
for a U.S. Defense Department con- 
tractor was mo easy task. Crafting 
and editing technical and scientific 
reports for a quite different audience 
than those Rapaport writes for tacay 
provided him valuable experience 
that mow serves to sharpen his com- 
prehensive research skills. He credits 
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longtime friend and tobacco industry 
expert Alan Schwartz, who, years ago, 
served a6 the assoctate publisher and 
editorial director of Alpes WOKE, with 
hetping him alter his writing style to 
ane that is less structured and stilt- 
ed, and more conversational. Many 
of Rapaport's articles have appeared. 
in other journals, such as Collector's 
Weekly, The Antigie Truler Weekly, 
Hobbies and Sutakesiop, and he is 
now 4a frequent contributor te Char 
magazine. 

Rapaport’s jourmey into the world 
of pipes, books and tobacciana began 
when he entered college in 1954. His 
earlicst pipe purchases came from 
such stalwart shops as 1). Perettl and 
Ehrlich's in Boston, and Chicago's 
Iwan Ries. He favored amy basic 
Burley tobacco found in these stores. 
Today, due to health reasons, he 
amokes sparingly but he still enjoys 
a pipe filled with a favorite blend. 
He will experiment with almost any 
type af tobacco, with the exception 
of Latakia. When it comes to tobacco, 
we all have our own peculiar pec- 
cadilloes. 

Rapaport’s tobacco book business 
also has its poots in the 19505, when 
he purchased a copy of Weber's Guide 
fo Pipes and Pipe Secoking, However, 
his interest in tobacco literature 
didn’t begin in earnest until 1962, 
when he noticed a copy of Joaquin 
Verdaguer’s Tike Ant of Pipe Smoking in 
an [wan Ries catalog. At that point, 
Rapaport asked himself, “What else 
has been published for the smoker 
about pipes and tobacco?" He began 
searching for other tithes, and the 
jourmey continues unabated today. 
Alter attending a number of pipe 
shows in the 19705 and early 1980s, 
Rapaport noticed that plenty of pipes 
were for sale, but no one was selling 
books, what he calls complementary 
literature. Timing is everything in 
business; Rapaport knew the time was 
right te fill this narrow miche and he 
was primed to launch his mail-order 
business, Antiquarian Tobacciana. 

Tie Book af Pipes and Trbecce 
by Carl Ehwa was a tremendously 
important 20th century contribution 
to pipe lore, according to Rapaport. 
It continues to be one of his favearite 
books, despite the fact that his col- 


tj ABS TPA AL i CLR EH Doe 


lecting interest does mot include briar 
pipes. His love of antique pipes stems 
from a purchase of the rare 1690 Ye 
Sorokiena by RT. Pritchett. Rapaport 
marvels at this particular opus °... 
the only 19th century book contain- 
ing 101 hand-colored Ulustrations 
with accompanying hand-lettered 
descriptions of ethnographic pipes 
from around the world." Rapaport 
continues, “My inspiration to write 
about this topic [antique pipes] .. i 
attributed ta two events in 1973. 1 
visited Monsieur Andeé Paul Bastien, 
president of the Pipe Club of France, 
at his office im Parts. His book, La 
Pipe, had just been published, and he 
graciously presented me a courtesy 
copy that [ still have. His was the 
first high-quality, in-depth survey on 
antique pipes in a foreign language 
in the 20th century. In thal same 
vear, | purchased the first edition of 
Dunhill, The Pipe Book (1924) that 
is unlike any of its many reprints 
available today; with Pritchett and 
these other two books im hand, | was 
hocked.” 

Hobbies provide us with great 
pleasure, but there can also be firus- 
tration. Rapaport would love to see 
more collector increase their read- 
ing and become more knowledgeable 
about the pipes they collect and the 
tobaccas they smoke, Being armed 
with Increased knowledge and under- 
standing of the subject matter gives 
the collector a much better apprecta- 
tion of what and why be collects and 
adds ta his overall hobby experience. 
“Ll encounter too few pipe. smokers 
and collectors who are interested 
in yesterday,” he says. “That is, to 
understand today’s pipes (and tobac- 
cos}, | sincerely believe that one has 
to have an appreciation and a sense 
of their past. The materials used to 
make a pipe and so many of the 
shapes and styles produced today 
have their origin, provenance amd 
legacy in the past. What one sees and 
buys im the market today was nat 
birthed in a 20th century revolution; 
it's the result of many long, experi- 
mental years af evolution, almost 
400, to be more precise.” 

Rapaport has always been cutspo- 
ken, straightlorward and, most of all, 
honest and ethical. He tells it like itis. 
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Ben Rapaport’s contributions to the hobby, 1 


If our hobby is to continue to evelve 
and grow, education must play a 
dignilicant role. However many pipes 
@ person has accumulated, without 
knowing and appreciating how they 
were made, their place in history, amd 
haw they speak to the owner, they 
are just a pile of assorted wood. Some 
accept the maxim that closing books 
shuts oat ideas; Rapaport posits that 
pipe people should open books rel- 
evant to the hobby so that the ideas 
espoused within them cam flourish, 
thrive and Uluminate our special amd 
atten misuncerstood domain. 

A consistent theme emerges from 
those in the pipe community who 
have had dealings with Rapaport. 
a tremendous 
resource of information, quips the 


He is “The Source,” 


aforementioned longtime industry 
veteran Alan Schwartz. Hut it goes 
beyond that. Although 
is a professional in most respects, 


Rapaport 


Schwartz likems him to an amateur. 
He means that in a wonderfully pos- 
itive way; it relates to Rapaport's 
unadulterated passion for what he 
does. Rapaport 
arcane bits of knowledge and relishes 


thrives an certain 


the role of helping those people and 
collectors who share his interests. 
He has always engaged in research 
and writing purely for the lave ot it. 
Once he gets started on a topic, his 
determination takes aver and there is 
ne stopping him. Because of his ency- 
clopedic knowledge, Schwartz rev- 
erentially refers to Rapaport as “The 
Google af the Pipe World." Noa one 
is more generous with his time and 
noone is more willing to assist oth- 
er in their quest for tobacco-related 
knowledge. 

Similar traits are found in all great 
men at the top of their game. It 
is Gasy bo compare Rapaport with, 


for example, the world-renowned 





pipe carving masters Sixten [varrsoan 
and Hiroyuki Tokutomi. How? In 
a pecent issue of Pek (Fall 2008), 
author Thomas Looker examined the 
relationship between these two greal 
talents. Without lwarrson’s generosity 
and patience, Tokutomi, the student, 
would not have become the skilled 
artisan into which he has blossomed. 
And, in turn, Tokutomi expresses the 
qame desire to impart his knowledge 
io younger pipemakers. learning the 
craft. While not a maker of pipes, 
Rapaport it the “go to” guy when one 
geeks information about any number 
al subjects, including, but mot limited 
to, antique pipes, tobaccos, tins and 
tobacco literature. If he is unable to 
help, more likely than mot he will 
refer the questioner to someone who 
does know. And it is mot uncom- 
mon for Rapaport to send an e-mall 
fespanmse four or five weeks alter 
receiving a query, when he has dis- 


covered some new fact or data pobre 
that answers the mall. Author Paul 
Jung, whe has known Rapaport for 
more than 30 years, heartily agrees. 
“Hen is a Very generous man with 
sharing information and encourages 
peaple to de reseatch and write books 
ar articles. | consider him one af my 
mentors and advisors as well. | was 
teseatching clay pipe patents and the 
patent office in Alexandria (Wa.) in 
1997 and showed him some of the 
patents | found. He encouraged mie, 
supported my effort to widen my 
research on all pipe-related material 
before 1900, and provided financial 
support to have my research pub 
lished and marketed.” Rapaport ts 
giving of his thme and money to 
help and encourage others and, most 
important, to help budding writers 
publish and make informathon avail- 
able ta all who are interested, 

Rapaport provided valuable assis- 
tance to José Manual Lopes, author 
of the beautiful 2005 coffee table 
book Pipes, Antisans am Trademarks, 
answering his questions, making core 
rections to the text, helping him 
make contacts in the United States 
and ultimately adding the foreword 
to his book. Lopes notes his admi- 
tation for Rapaport, acknowledging 
Tapaport’s lifelong dedication to the 
hobby and the pleasure he has given 
other. Another writer, cigar expert 
Dale Seott, marvels at the documen- 
tation and theraugh research that 
comprise all of Rapaport’s published 
works and admires his no-nonsense 
approach to various subjects and con- 
troversies. “He's a pipe traditionalist, 
unimpressed by fad, pomp, celebrity 
worship or glitter. Whenever l've had. 
4 Question or a request, he's always 
pliched in to help. have always been 
awed by the depth and breadth of 
his knowledge, and in the enormous 
archiving job he's dome to acquire 
and make available to anyone, at a 
pittance.” 

Gary Schriet, author of The History 
of the Caladash Pipe (2006), credits 
Rapaport not only for writing the 
foreword to his book but alse for the 
completion and success of the book. 
“_. 7 couldn't have done it with- 
out his benevolent and tireless liter- 
ary research and editing expertise. 
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Strange thing of it is, we had never 
met before he started pouring effort 
inte my project, expecting nothing in 
retum.” Commenting on Rapaport's 
writing, Schrier is impressed by the 
level of research and documentation 
that goes inte each book and article. 
Al the game time, Schrier marvels at 
the readability and enjoyment each 
written work brings. The inclusion 
of any Rapaport article in #&T helps 
elevate the magazine to a new dimen- 
sion. Regarding Rapaport's book busi- 
nes, Antiquatian Tobacciana, Schrier 
states that “it has put more hard- 
to-find tithes in the hands of pipe 
smokers than anyone else, including 
Amazon!" 

Dr. Alan Blum, professor and 
Gerald Leon Wallace Endowed Chale 
in Family Medicine at the University 
of Alabama, admits that Rapaport 
has been a great influence on him 
since their initial meeting 18 years 
ago {ste PRT, Spring 2008, pp. 39- 
61 for Rapaport's report on the Tom 
Dunn library and Blum). He credits 
Rapaport for helping him discover 
the field of antiquarian tobacciana, 
pointing out that Rapaport is an edu- 
cator. Im his role as a physician and 
college professor, Blum has lectured 
all around the world about the sa 
called evils of tobacco and smoking. 
Blum spoke with Rapaport at length, 
and a strange transformation began 
to take place. With Rapaport's guid- 
ance, Blum began to get a sense of 
the rich lore, history and traditions 
associated with smoking and tobacco, 
what he labels “the real history of 
this issue, mot the revisionist crap 
that has befallen this most fascimat- 
ing of all subjects.” 

The more Blum read and studied, 
the more convinced he became that 
pipe (and cigar) smoking should not 
be lumped together with the dan- 
gers of cigarette smoking. “It’s like 
Comparing a moaguite with a black 
widew spider,” he says. Today, Blum 
makes a clear distinction between the 
adverse health risks associated with 
cigarette amoking (which he cannot 
justify) and the benefits of enjoying 
one's favorite pipe and/or cigar, He 
has become somewhat of an advocate 
for pipes and cigar smoking, often 
convincing his fellow doctor friends 
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of thelr beneficial qualities. Blun's 
love of our hobby and the history of 
tobacco remain unabated. He can- 
tinually travels, but mot without a 
copy of Rapaport's “Museums with 
Interest in Tobacco,” a global data- 
base that Rapaport maintains current; 
Blum dees not travel to different cit- 
ies without this list of museums in, at 
last count, 43 countries and 32 of the 
40) states that have tobacco-related 
artifacts on exhibit. 

Like many other collectors, 
Tebert “Mike” Leverette has never 
met Rapaport, but he has been buy- 
ing books from him for years. The 
relationship goes beyond the typi- 
cal bookseller-customer interaction. 
Leverette is a history bull, and pipe 
history is just one of his interests. He 
has also dabbled in writing and has 
contributed ta pipe Uterature (see, 
for example, his excellent treatise on 
the history of Bertram’s Pipe Shop in 
P&T, Fall 200). 

“lL try to emulate Ben [in my writ- 
ing] as much as possible ... | think of 
him as my mentor and send him cop- 
jes of what [ write for his expert opin- 
fon and puldance,"” Leverette saya. 

One of Rapaport’s greatest accom 
plishments, according ta Leverette, is 
The Global Gubile to Tabacce Dlteratiene, 
containing more than 5,800 biblio- 
graphic citations. Leverette comsic- 
er Rapaport “the greatest pipe and 
tobacco historian of all time, and as 
such, fe has stimulated pipe smokers 
and collectors across the globe to be 
more inquisitive.” 

The Chicago Pipe Collectors Club's 
Frank Burla, organizer of the annual 
Chicagoland Pipe and Tobacianna 
show, likens Rapaport to another 
great. “Ben is to our pipe hobby what 
Michael Jordan was to basketball." 
Frank also adds a tidbit of sagacious 
advice. “(Cherish everything that 
|Ben) writes, for when he stops, there 
will be no more written im his [100 
percent accurate] style.” 

Rapaport was elected ta the Fipe 
Smoker's Hall of Fame in 1973, amd 
31 years later he was the recipi- 
ent of the prestigious “Doctor of 
Pipes” award at the 2004 annual 
Chicagoland Pipe amd Tobacciana 
show. In 2007, Rapaport volunteered 
to help Burla rewrite the complex 


rules for the “Doctor of Pipes” aware, 
and his methadelogy for polling amd 
tallying votes is now in wee today. He 
holds memberhips in a number of 
pipe- and tobacco-related organiza- 
tions and societies around the world. 
[t is said that he was the first advo- 
cate for the inclusion af educational 
forums at pipe shows, starting with 
the late Barry Levin's show and sale 
in 1ORY. 

Rapaport was one of nine persons 
present ai the inaugural meeting of 
the Académie Internationale de la 
Pipe in Paris in 1965. At the same time 
and place, the (CM (International 
Commitiee of Pipe Clubs) was spon- 
aoring a worldwide pipe smoking 
competition, and Rapaport was an 
observer, He envisioned a U.S. oF 
orth American contingent compet- 
ing on the world stage ying for the 
World Cup. More important than 
merely competing, Rapaport felt a 
US. presence would creale an opper- 
tunity and a forum to exchange ideas 
and concepts among pipe smokers 
across the Atlantic. He wrote about 
thik experience in Pipe Smoker maga- 
zine in T9R?, but alas, his ides fell on 


deaf ears. Undaunted, Rapaport con- 
tinued his one-person campaign, urg- 
ing local and regional pipe clubs in 
the United States to organize, estab- 
lish appropriate rules of engagement, 
incorporate as a national club, apply 
for membership in the CPC and then 
compete in this prestigious global 
pipe event (see Pal, Spring 2001, pip. 
4-12). This new plea was the impetus 
for a contingent from the United 
States, the UPCA (United Pipe Clubs 
of America) to form and, im 20007, 
compete im the (LPC-sponsored com- 
petition im St. herburg, Russia (see 
P&T, Spring 2008, pp. 52-54). 

After mare than four decades of 
doing what he lowes and does best, 
he contiowes (bless him!) putting pen 
to paper, challenging us, informing 
us and serving as an incomparable 
resource. It is impossible ta come 
away fram reading one of Rapapeort's 
arlicles without learning something 
new, s0nething to ponder, some- 
thing remarkable about pipes andor 
some esoteric aspect of tobacciana. 
For this, we should all be grateful. 
Like the tentacles of an octopus, his 


impact on our hobby, more so now 
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than in the 19706, is far-reaching. 
lt extends beyond his writings amd 
shared knowledge, it can be fownd in 
his research, in the books and pub- 
Neations he has made available ane, 
most important, im the salutary mubd- 
ance he has given bo so many of us. 
Great Britain's John Adjer, adding 
a touch af flair and humor, puts it 
poignantly. Guoting from the open- 
ing of AA. Milnes poem “Jonathan 


+, 
fo": 


Jonathan Ja 

Has a mouthh like an “UO 

And a wheelbarrow full of sur- 
prises; 

If you ask for a bat, 

Or for something like that, 

He has got it, whatever the size is. 


“lt may not be a bat that one is 
after,” saya Adler, “but if it is a book 
On pipes or tobacce, Ben has it, whal- 
ever the size is." And, Adler goes on 
lo say, Rapaport & more than willing 
to share lt. 

Sometinves, there really is a lot 
more te a man than simply his book- 
shelf. |'s 


TRADITION, QUALITY 
& ELEGANCE 
FOUND ONLY THROUGH 
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE, 


EXPERIENCE 
THE ULTIMATE 
LUXURY. 


Other than WG-Larsen, not many 
tebacconists can say their product 
has been in development since 
1964. Our two luxury blends — 
1864 Perfect Mixture and Signature 
—are the culmination of thase 
many years of blending tobaccos 
for our customers in Copenhagen 
and around the world, Discover 
the Ultimate Luxury in each bbend. 


Imported by Vilipar Siotkeiet Intemanoral 
anwrecnlt Wea rage 
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Jack Dupont looked down the length 
of an unlit GED Canadian the way 
you'd took down the barrel of a 
tile. You could meat sme in the 
newsroom of the Mill River Standard 
Times; you had mot been able to for 
15 years. Dupont believed that news- 
csliabe: 
for the decade-long decline in the 








thom smoking bans were Peay 


quality of newspaper writing. 

Lacated im the red brick and 
gray granite town of Mill River, 
Massachusetts, the Standan! Vines 
was the kind of paper where young 
reporters, many of whom had grown 
fy suburbs, came to learn the 
trade of despabr. 

Mill River's howees were old three- 
deckers filled with an engaging mix 
af striving ethnics and the hard- 
core unemployed. Its elected offi- 
tlals ruled by the divine right of 
incumbency. lt was a good place to 
learn the newspaper trade because, a 
Jack Dupont put it, “The politicians 
are crooked and stupid, samething’s 
always on fire and everyone's mad at 


pe Le 






everyone else." 
Dupont was a native, as was 
his girlfriend, fellow peport- 








er Simone Latiroix. Simeone, who 
held down a good part of page one 
and every inch of Dupont's heart, 
was petite, blonde and suspicious 
of everyo § rangy and 
tlred-looking. In homage to mewspa- 
per stereotype he wore a fedora every 
day of his life, 

lt Was a slow day at the paper. 

“Ya wanna know how my parents 
met?" Dupont said te two bored 
young reporters who were 
cerly awaiting the next 
house fire, 

Nelther one of them 
said no, so Dupont con- 











tinwed. 

“The French word for 
‘grandpa’ is ‘“pepere,"" 
Dupont sald. “My pepere 
hard-drinking 
inumi- 
grant with a hard head and 
two hard fists. One day at 
the start of the Korean 
War, he was drinking In 
a seven-steo!l barroom 
called the Bellefontaine 
Club." 





Was a 
French-Canadian 


One of the young reporters folled 
his eyes and Dupont squinted at 
hin. 

“You should listen,” Dupont said. 
“This is a classic Mill River story, and 
nat the kind you put lin a newspaper, 
either. The classic Mill River story 
has to be funny and sad ai the came 
tine. 


“My father was home in Mill River 









on leave from the army. Walking 
into the Bellefontaine he met my 
pepere, father of his future wife. 
Pepere was drunk and insisting 
that, in his own words, ‘the bolo- 
gna in Canada is better than the 
ateak in America.” [t wae a sense- 
less, stupid argument,” Dupont said. 
“Pepere told my father that, if the 
next three people through the door 
jaid American steak was better than 
Canadian bologna, Pepere would get 
my father a date with my pepere’s 
youngest daughter, who was 15 at 
the time. Pepere lost. 

“Pepere called my grandmother at 
hame and said to her, ‘Send the girl 
down to the Bellefontaine Club. The 
Youngest one.” My parents were mat- 
tied a year Jaber.” 

“That's a terrible story,” said Will 
Grace, one of the young reporters. 

“Where did your parents meet?" 
Gupont asked him, 

“In college,” Grace said. 

Dupont sighed the sigh of the 
misunderstood middle-aged man and 
went out for coffee. As he left the 
newsroom, he turned to face his 
bored audience af two. 

“Here endeth the lesson,” Dupont 
sabe. 

It was that kind of Mill River 
atory, the old, funny, sad kind, that 
brought Jack Dupont to madmess and 
the river's ecdoe. 

The first cop to arrive was doing 
a routine check of the parking Jot 
behind the Birmingham Mill. He 
saw the glint of light on glass, down 
by the shore of the Quedamquich 
River. 

The river runs under the post. 
industrial town of MUL River, Mass. 
[t's paved over for most of its eight- 
mile course, but it surfaces in two 
places. Ome of those is behind the 
ald Birmingham Mill, The other is 
where a 10-foot-wide rusty pipe lets 
the river pour inte the waters of the 
larger Swansett River, 

The glint of light on glass was a bit 
af streetlight bouncing off the batile 
af Canadian whiskey in Jack Dupont's 
hand. [twas 1 aim. and Dupant, still 
dressed for the mewsroam af the 
Mill River Stavdard Times, had been 
drinking since he got off at 3 pom. 
The cop who spotted him, a 1-year 


zt 


veteran named joseph Abdul, pulled 
his cruiser to the edge of the lot 
and shined his spotlight on Dupont, 
who sat on a boulder, a fedora on 
his head, a pipe in his mouth and a 
bottle im his hand. 

Like mast Mill River cops, Abdul 
knew and liked Jack Dupont. After 
Dupont made it clear to Abdul that 
he would not leave his boulder, Abdul 
called the station, where Lt. Charlie 
O'Neil fished through his wallet until 
he found the business card of Simone 
Latroix. 

“I'm poing down there," O'Netl 
teld Simone. “He's a good guy. He's 
just drunk, Meet me there." 

Simone dressed, pul on lipstick 
and a litth bit of blush and drove 
down to get Jack Dupont. 

Once there and out of her red 
sub-compact, Simone picked her way 
through scrub brush, discarded tires 
and a number of empty beer bottles, 
on her way to get Jack Dupont off 
the boulder 

She heard him before she jaw 
hin. 

“Salut, Marie,” she heard him say. 
“Meine de grace ..." 

It was the Hail Mary, in French. 
Simone and Jack were both of French- 
Canadian descent, but Simeone's 
parents had not spokem the lan- 
guage at home. jack's father had 
and, in moments af tribulation, jack 
Bupent aften swore of prayed in 
French. Simene knew the sound of 
the prayer. 

Simone Latrols crashed out of the 
underbrush, her curly blonde hair 
covered in burrs and at least ane of 
her nails chipped. A seasoned street 
reporter, LaCroix still possessed a cer- 
tain feminine style that caused her to 
wear Light pants, much makeup and, 
not infrequently, wardrobe items 
involving sequins. 

“Yah," she said, emerging from 
the brush, the bright red fingernail 
of her tight index finger pointing at 
Dupont's nose. “Whitey Beauchamp, 
hameless bum and drooling alcohol- 
ic, died right across the water there, 
under that bridge when he probably 
dropped a pipe you gave him and 
his sleeping bag caught fire. ts that 
tonight's self-pity menu?” 

“Pim OK,” Dupont said. 
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“l know you are," Simone said. 
“You're mot at drumk as you want to 
be, either. Let's get going.” 

Jack Dupont re-lit his Comey bil- 
liard, sending a pulf of acrid smoke 
out inte the summer alr, He was 
amoking his private blend of Five 
Brothers, Latakia and black Louisiana 
Perique. He sighed and put the batile 
in his overcoat pocket. Simone Jed 
him wp the bank. 

“It's OR," she said to O'Neil as 
Dupont swayed his long frame inte 
the passenger seat of bet car. “I'll 
take hin herme.* 

OMeil's sad, oval Irish face creased 
into a smile. 

“Next the, I'm buying,” "Neil 
said to Dupont. 

“Salut Marie, pleine de grace," 
Dupont muttered as he fell asleep in 
Simoane'’s bed, her lacy pink coverlet 
pulled up over his shoulders. 

“He grew up two blocks from me," 
Dupont said to Simone the first time 
ahe saw Whitey Beauchamp. 

“He lived in the project, the Edwin 
VOO Rourke homes," Dupont said. “! 
knew him since grade school.” 

Simone remembered Dupont had 
told her Beauchamp was one of 
aix children born to Leo and Marie 
Beauchamp. Leo Beauchamp was 
an alcoholic cement finisher whose 
liver exploded when he was 49. 
Marle Beauchamp was a severe dia- 
betic who lost both her legs at age 
46. The Beauchamp children moved 
on, some to jail, some to the sub- 
utbs and one to a fatal overdose. 
Whitey stayed in the project witil 
his mother died, at which point he 
crumbled. He became a street drunk, 
a swag-bellied, stumbling caricature 
whose smoking materials varied 
between fattened cigarette butts he 
picked up off the sidewalk and a 
cheap pipe with duct tape helding 
diem to shank. He lived in a junk 
pile of a camp on the banks of the 
Cuedamguich River. 

“He's just like me.” Dupont told 
Simone. “Same neighborhood, same 
everything. When | was 17, we had 
a fistfight over a girl. He beat me 
atupid.” 

“So, Simone sald. 

“So how come he's him and ['m 
me,” Dupont said. “Swap clothes and 


we don't even look much different.” 
smell 
said, wrinkling her mose in away that 


~ EL dilferent,” Simone 
made Dupent’s heart sing strange 
songs of poy. 

“We ewen work for the same 
paper” Dupont said. 

“Jack, you write for the paper," 
Simone said. “Whitey sells it on the 
commer by the McDonald's.” 

Bul jack remained at once friendly 
io and a bit frightened of Whitey, as 
if the aging street drunk 
Was @ Mlreor that gave 
hack a fellection omly 
lack cowld see, 

Almone mace herselt 
a cup of tea and crawled 
into bed mext ba the 
Anoring Dupri. 

“Whitey, bow 
li,” Dupent would say 
WY hitey , 

Whitey 
invariably. 


Pires 





when he saw 
“Jackie, ° 

would say 

“Jackie boy.” 


Simone sipped the 
tea. 
Ome day, when Jack 


walked 
cotfee, they 
Whitey 
Keauchamp at his 


and Simone 
our fot 


encountered 


worst, Drunk and walk- 
ing stiff-legged down 
South Main Street, his 
filthy matted halr stick- 
Ing out from under his 
atocking cap in greasy 
‘pikes, his heard wet 
with samething sticky, 
he walked Nke a rebot 
whose Datlerics are rut: 
ning down 
“Whitey, bow 
it," Dupont had said, 
but Whitey said moathing, his shoul- 
der banging Dupont’s as he passed. 
They saw him fall two blocks up the 
‘treet, then climb to his feet and 


Pot ta 


lurch away. 

And Simone saw stark terror in 
Gupont’s lone face, 

“Jeez," he said. “Jeez.” 

Jack Dupont drank, had 
drunk, knew and was related to 
drunks. He was mo stranger to even 
dirtlest Mill 


jaloonm. Simone did mot know why 


been 


the meanest, River 


he cared ao much about Whitey's 
terrible life but knew Ii didn't have 
much to do with drinking. 

“Jackie,” she sald 


shoulder beneath the pink lacy oov- 


patting the 


erlet. “Jackie boy.” 

It hadn't been two weeks alter 
YW iiibey 
that Dupont showed up in the news- 


encountering the drunken 


room With & new pipe, a Peterson 


Canadian. 
“Hts for Whitey," he told Simone. 





“A $40 pipe for a two-bit wing," 
Almone said. “jack, YOU TE a meri.” 
“Whitey doesn't have 
Dupont said, “but he's going to have 


much," 


this.” 

simone never saw Dupont give 
Whitey the pipe, but when she pic- 
tured ii, she imagined the exchange 
taking place in front of The Carioca 
Café, a Brazilian bar where Whitey 
drank when he had the money to 
drink indoors. Jack Dupont once said 
that the Carioca was so filthy vou 


could get a venereal disease [rom sit 
ting on the bar steals. 
“Did he hug you whem you gave 
him the pipe?" she asked Dupont. 
“Yeah,” Dupont said. “We hugmed, 
hed into 
each others’ eyes. It was a lovely 


then we kissed, then we | 





Mache ra. 


“lack,” Simone said. “You're a 
baboon with a fedora.” 
Gupont had walked away 


her desk, his arms swaying, knuckles 


from 


reaching for he gyrcurnd, 
legs bowed as he grunted 
and heoted like a chimp. 

Jack and Simone never 
jaw Whitey drunk again, 
nat in the three manths 
he had left to Jive, bat 
they never saw him with- 
out the pipe. 

“He lowes that 
Simone said te Dupone 
Whitey's 


rang cut on 


pipe, 


one day 94 
“Jackie bay" 
the Street. 

“He's a Bum,” Dupre 
snapped. “YWho cares whal 
he likes? | sheaulda taken 
the Si) | spent for thal 
pipe and set it om fire.” 

Puzzled, Simeane shut 
up, but she took Dupont's 
hand as they walked the 
last black to the prinder 
joint where they ate lunch 
every day. She did mat like 
being spoken to sharply 
and normally would nat 
permit it, but she knew 
jamething about Whitey 
upset Lipo. 

Through contacts in 
the charity industry, Jack 
Dupont bamboozled two 
tickets to Mill 
annual (Charity Hospital Gala. 


Hiver's 


“lL remember when it was called 
Charite,”” he told Simone. “French 
nuns founded it. My grandmother 
gave pennies [rom her buck-a-day 
cotton mill job te build the first boa- 
pital building.” 

~ |ack, 


damnedest 


about the 


Sinane 


bither 


+ 


You're 
things, said. 
“Are You aware thal lve bought a 
bottle-green aff-the-shoulder gown 
capable of making @ man's heart 
explode at 145 paces?" e 


They had a wonderful might. In 
hamage to his double-breasted 193(K- 
atvle tux, Dupent had slicked his hair 
back When they went outside to 
amoke be lit a black dress Dunhill 
billiard with a bright silver band. The 
hospital's chief of radiology stepped 
out next to them and lit a Macanuda 
with a gold lighter. 

“That's a beautiful pipe.” be told 
Dupont. 

“| remember when Jack bought 
that pipe,” Simone said. “He got 
about 15 hours overtime when that 
drug dealer Santos Colon shot three 
of his customers for nonpayment. It 
was hilarious. When jack showed up 
at the crime scene he asked one of 
the cops how many victims and the 
cop said, “None. Everybody got what 
he deperved.'" 

The doctor threw his cigar away 
and went back inte the ball. 

Dupont kissed Simane's nase. 

“l love you and [ love this busi- 
ress," he sald. 

But he didn't lowe it the mext 
day, when a young reporter named 
Kyle dropped the morning edition 
on Dupont’s desk, his finger point- 
ing to the headline: “Blaze Claims 
Homeless Wan.” 

“You know the guy?" Kyle said. 

“What happened,” Dupont said, 
pushing the paper aside. 

“He was that bum camped down 
by the river," Kyle said. “The fat 
one," 

“Beauchamp,” Dupont said. “His 
name was Whitey Beauchamp." 

“He pasted out in his sleeping 
bag,” Kyle said. “Musta been smok- 
ing. Cops said his body was melted 
into the bag but his head was fine, 
eves closed, like he was sleeping." 

And Dupont worked the rest of 
the day, writing a 1,500-word story 
about rising real estate prices in the 
suburbs. Then he went out and found 
whiskey and the Quedamquich River 
and a boulder with a view of Whitey 
Beauchamp" camp. 

It might have ended there, but 
Mill River Managing Editor Cassie 
Wolfson read the story and, in one 
of her rare moments of connec- 
tion te the newsroom, decreed there 
would be a story about Beauchamp's 
life. 
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“You welte it, Jack,” she said. 
“You're usually pretty good at this 
kind of gritty-but-heartfeli story.” 

“Why should | write li?" Gupomnt 
jaid. “So you can read Lt in your hallf- 
million-dollar house 40 miles from 
where he died? So you and your 
boytriend, the one who looks like 
4 shampoo commercial, can read it 
and sadly wander what ‘happens to 
some people? Why don't you ask 
your kid why he's a pothead who 
keeps getting in trouble? We ignored 
hell out of his last arcest for posses- 
alon." 

Simone knew Dupont well enough 
to know that the next words out of 
his mouth would be obscene, insult- 
ing and quite possibly actionable. 

“l'll take lt, Cassle,” she said. “lt 
sounds like it might be interesting.” 

Simone pot the story and then she 
got Jack Dupont out by the loading 
dock. 

“You don't take a story?" she said. 
“You don’t take a story? What's the 
matter? Still mourning the wino?* 

“| gave him a pipe,” Dupert said. 
“Probably the nicest thing he had in 
10 years and he burned himeell to 
death with it. fs that what | would 
do iff was him? [t's like he's me, or 
could have been. What made us dif- 
ferent?" 

“You want to know,” Simone said. 
“You work. You decided not te sink 
into the same stinking poverty we 
had on the street where [| grew up. 
You grew up two blocks from Whitey 
Beauchamp? | grew up 10 blocks from. 
both of you. The difference between 
you and Whitey is you won't pimp 
his memory by writing a sentimental 
story about him, but he would have 
set you en fire for a pint of cheap 
wine. The difference between me and 
Whitey is that he didn't love you and 
1 hes.” 

Simone stomped off to her car, her 
high heels clacking on the sidewalk 
and a long sequined scart fluttering 
behind her. 

“You could get mad at her if she 
didn't look so much like a girl," 
Dupont sald, re-lighting a deeply 
bent Tinsky and blowing clouds af 
acrid smoke out into ale scented with 
dicsel fumes from a newsprint truck 
idling at the dock. 
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Simone worked the story for two 
days, hitting the homeless shel- 
ter that had thrown Beauchamp 
aut for drunkenness, fimding a sis- 
ter whe lived two miles away and 
hadn't spoken to him in 10 years, 
even interviewing ane beal cap who 
had arrested Beauchamp over 30 
times, mostly for disturbing -the 
peace. Her last stop was the Carioca 
Café, where she figured maybe one 
of the bartenders might remember 
the dirty street drunk with the big 
belly. 

Pupont sat at his desk, sucking 
on dt unlit cob. Simone would be 
mad at him for a while and he ran 
through his pathetically short men- 
tal list of ways to make up. Flowers. 
Dinner out. Weekend away. 

A lifelong bachelor who had spent 
his life in newsrooms and harroecgmes, 
at 49, every response Jack Dupont 
had to women was a cliché. Before 
Simone, the clichés had been good 
enough, but he loved Simene and 
had never loved any of the others. 
There is a vast difference between 
wanting a woman to stop being mad 
at you and wanting her to love you 
as YOU lowe her. 

Simone returned to the newsroom 
as Dupont was putting on his green 
fedora and heading out for coffee. 

“You want something?” he said 
in a Volee between tentative and 
tender. 

“You want this?" 

Simone tossed the pipe to kim, 
the Peterson Canadian turning over 
and over in the air as it crossed the 
eight feet between them. Dupont 
caught it. 

“The pipe you gave Whitey,” she 
said. “] got it off the day bartender 
at the Carioca, Whitey traded it for 
adrink. He musta been smoking one 
af thoge sidewalk snipe: when he set 
himself on fire." 

Dupont rubbed the pipe’s bowl 
along his the sleeve of his tweed 
aport coal, bringing back some of the 
shine. 

“Well.” Ihe said. “This is a classic 
Mill River story. Funny and sad at the 
dame time." 

“Here endeth the lesson," Simone 
ajaid, sitting down at her desk to write 
Whitey Beauchamp's sad story. MAT 


Brebbia Jumbo pipes 

Long acclaimed for its products’ quality, 
Brebbia is now filling the demand for 
larger pipes by adding a Jumbo series ta 
its portfolio. Brebbia's Jumbo pipes feature 
overnizad bowls and brown sandblasted 
finishes. The pipes feature black: acrylic 
mouthpieces and are available in four 
shapes. 

Brebbia pipes are available at retallers 
nationwide. To locate your nearest Brebbla 
dealer, contact Mon|ure Internathomal at 
204 Shadowlawn Delve, Janvestown, NC 27282; plone: 336.889.2300) fax: 336.889.9437: e-mail: plpedolceaolown; 
Web site parenoniinrelntonnctional cov. 





Gary 5. Schrier, author of Confislors of a Pipenum, Is presenting a 
reprint of Damnbill's 1428 retail sales catalog. 

Early Dunhill catalogs are scarce and extremely expensive, 
if you can find one. Schrier’s new business, Briar Books Press, is 
making available an inexpensive, high-quality, limited-edition 
250-copy printing. The book has more than 200 pages of pictures 
and stores of briars, cigars, chgarettes, lighters, smoker's requisites 
and a special insert: a scarce article from 1929 written by Alfred 
Dunhill on bow he began anct bullt te business. 


An Eneyelopeedia = Perry White pipes 
af Sinoking may be Bob Swanson crafts every Perry White pipe by hand. 
ordered online at Swanson chose the name “Perry White* in honor of 
bil eat his grandfather, who inspired his pipe smoking and 
or by mail at Briar love for the briar. Swanson’s workshop is located on 
Books Press, 14229 a fiverhonk with views of lush tropical vegetation 
Bethel- Burley Read and wildlife, such as cranes, anhingas, osprey, tarpon 
SE, Port Orchard, WA and smock, from which he draws inspiration for his 
on367, Cost is $25 desions. 
plus $3.95 shipping Those interested in Perry White pipes may con- 
and handling. tact Swanson at 954.205 7905; e-mail: ponadlselais 
z fervwiitepipesomn; Web site: wa penyahitepines.cov 






Paolo Becker pipes 
A pipemaker since 1979, Maolo Becker followed in his father, Feitz's, feat. 
ateps. Using only extra-extra-quality plateau briar from Calabria, Becher 
alr-drles the wood for at least three years before carving It initio a pipe. 
Becker's smooth pipes are known for how well the shape follows the 
Ibriar’s grain. His sandblasted and rusticated pipes are deeply etched amd 
follow classic and classic-inspired designs. Known for a particular regard 
for detail, Recker crafts only 250 pipes a year. 
Becker pipes are available at fine tobacco shops nationwide. To locate 
your nearest becker dealer, contact B.D. Field at 475.526.6142: e-mail: rfleiiity.cwn; Web site: www rdfleld.can, 
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GREENTREE TOBACCO CO. INC. 


WW  QFeentreeiahaced com 
lourr Saqpeace Shuppleg Cena 
Hadl) Beaee. Pre-tileoe 
Chorles Bader, Mewager 
Pipes 

Sapeatee ll Vien oles TE Fini tinii meee Lie a 
erker Sisioelli hinizrpk Petersen ‘lpvalis aiahten 
Farulann Cock Weeeenan “ cre ieee ee Kon Lipari 
Var: Blane Dbeare dir ll 


% ined Ibieie Eo lieeay aim ieldon Feicigon Wanith 


Wadira SIstpe Pepa bly vreviiad  @ece Te Melk Hien 


ACGessarles 


Bei in 
kuiimien TEs il inode Baa ee ill ie par 

nw ipers 
Panuar-lie— 
Pipe Vaus be 
Be bere some heeled gable oto fT bres. 


Lighters 


‘Wuietaiip Wacire ite Pipe ic bP pd de 


hlalinyy Leepilss Stomwl ld 


Rol Vina GA Bae “ee eeel Page. Saye e ao 


amd Geet Behe ds ore idee 
‘ Aleauiog Sap pele 
® ship unt wlicre im ite cxuniew. 3 eee be 
Afeafien thes Ga fore fate tehacoe sampte! 
117 Equ Barbar Boad, P-?, Sewell, MP) THORS 


Phone GRSGp DI4-4F0LD , Pee CRFe) AF A-F Lad 


“THIS IS NIRVANA.” 
=—Trial by Fir@ rar esas 


and ether alee things they sald 


Plum Pudding - Pressed Balkan 


N Peddie “This is nirvana. Richly sotisfving_. 
_ spicy depth of Oriental leaf. Enough 
— Latakio to deliver big floyvor.” 


Mississippi River - Bich Virginia: riemtols 


Latakia& Periqae"Delicious. Nutty, leathery 


lightly smoky ond sweet aroma with a 

hint of tortuces. Deserves a try” 
Seatile Evening - Eeglish!rientad 

“Vory tasty..bursting with Latakia. 


Smooth, comfortable smoke every time.” 


“Good balonce...complexity.” 


Exclusively fram PipesandCigars.com 
Order online or call (800) 494-9144 
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Email: pastlanatobacco @ oaleon 


Por a FREE catalag of oor balk hlor 





(DE LA. CONCHA) 
‘Oneof the largest selections 
of pipes in Mew York, 
inckiding Coreicla, Ceonihill, 
Contello and over a dozen 
other bromds 
A huge voriety of tinned 
faboccos, inducing 
24 house blends, 

Let our experts cssish you. 
Enjoy oor smeking lounge! 
[SS Git) Ferre A Si Sire 
Pike Fork- tate TG 158 
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Toll Free SSHCIGAR.OG 


errererty 


FSESFESSS FFF 


Are you 
a PRIME 
Retailer? 


Advertise Here 


For more information, please call: 
919.872.5040 and ask for 
Marilyn Jackson 


Knowledgeable staff and a proven enthusiasm for pi pes Sipe PRIM E 
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6698 WEST MSTA STREET, OVERLAND PARE, ReNSAS B12 
DU3401.5597 | G003590081 | WAALCIGARANDTABAC.COM | 


www.bisgaard-pipes.com | 





www.Pulversbriar.com 
Fine collection of High Grades 
aa ee ox Flexible Lay-Avway Plain 
J? Might be worth a peek, AG Check our Estate section 
fo Ww We are open for B28 relations 
f Join our Newsletter 


e-mail: Mpulvers@aal.com 


Maral 4 Aape Fiend 


aol eels 


Marty Pulvers, Proprietor 





Jonathon Hobert Fieiding & Company, ine. 


Old Time Full Service Pipe Shop 


Wiley Pipes 
Padron Anniversary Series 
1926, 40th and 80th 
Anniversary Series 


Wine J rfandco.cam 
irfcompany@qwestaffice.met 
1-BEHO-332-pipe « 651-487504 

i767 Lexington Ave. 

St. Paul, MA SS1135 
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Live from Milan: 
One to One Personal Online Service 


www.alpascia.com 


acler’s 
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Maryland's leading iphacconis! ofenng premium 
fobessa products. cuciom blended tabasose, 
fine Mens pelts, and personalized service 

in Shree Baltinsore area locations 
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wea federsbobec.com 
AM-O92-3233 





151 Years + 5 Generations - One Family 


www. iwanries.com 
(800)621-1457 
Chicago 


The most complete tobaceo shop since 1857. 


Exclusively 
available at 
Oavidus Cigars 
100-684-068 10 
Wen wd apidis.com 
or any of our 


6 Maryland stores: 


Davidus proudiy offers — 
Le Aovete Fipes 


Are you 
a PRIME 
Retailer? 


Advertise Here 


For more information, please call: 
919.872.5040 and ask for 
Marrihn Jackson 







Alice Amason had run a tobaces shop 
in downtown Houston for many years 
before deciding to ao out on her own 
the year John F. Kennedy was elected 
presichent 

That makes it almost 50 years ager 
that a local banker told her she would. 
not succeed as the owner of a tobacco 
shop in Housten. 

Ag Amason's daughter Pat O'Connor 
explains, her mother “went to a bank- 
er for a $500 loan to start the business. 
And he teld her “ra. 

“He said, "Number ome, you're a 
woman in business and you will mot 
succeed.” This was 1960, you have to 
renvemiber. 

“Humber two, “You are a single 
mother going into business and you 
will mot succeed.” 

“And, even though she was already 
the successful manager of a tobacco 
shop, the banker added, “You are a 
woman in a man's busines and you 
will mot succeed." 

Now, five decades and two loca- 
tions later, OF Conmor and her daugh- 
ter Kelly continwe to run the mother 


and grandmother's business as an all- 
female shop that caters mosily to men, 
bul toa few women, Loe. 


Amason succeeds 

While O'Connor has no idea where 
the banker's career path led him, her 
mother turned to her attorney, who 
was also a customer. He loaned her 
the S508). 

At first Amagonm rented just some 
window apace im a small drug store 
downtown, at the corner of Texas 
and Malin, right across from the old 
Rice Hotel. She sold her pipes and 
tobaccod from two boxes iin that front 
window. 

The location was right around the 
commer fram where she had previ- 
ously managed the tobacco store, and, 
O'Connor saya, many of her customers 
followed heer. 

“She listened to them. And she 
brought im what they wanted. 
Eventually she rented more space. Then 
she finally bought the drug store. 

“Later she decided her business 
was moving fram downtown to the 





lute wornen 





auburbs—and she mowed to a loca- 
tion near the medical center—right 
acres’ from St. Luke's Tower. Thal 
area is now very much a part of the 
city but was comsidered a suburb al 
the time." 

One more move brought the Briar 
Shoppe to its prevent location in the 
Rice Village Shopping Center, And 
it has been at that Times Boulevard 
location for the last 15 years, even 
though O'Conner is commuting an 
hour of mare each way from the 
north Houston suburb of Oak Ridge 
North—a community of about 4,000 
reaidents where her hushand is the 
mayor and she is the first lacy. 

Protected by its university sur: 
rounding, O'Connor explains that 
“over the years, the Rice University 
area has remained somewhat alflu- 
ent. While many neighborhoods in 
ihis sprawling city have seen tre- 
mendcous transition, peaperty val- 
wes here have continued to rise. 
This shopping area, Rice Villaze—or 
The Villame—is a very old shopping 


area. e 


1h 
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“The entire Rice University area 
is really a very old established part 
of Howston—somewhat affluent, but 
generally middle to upper middle 
class." 


Dunhill still sought after 

When one typical custamer, Abdi 
Shirazi, brought a pipe in for repair 
recently, he also moped to find at least 
one more tin of Dunhill's Mixture 
5. 

Shirazi admits to smoking 65 and 
Medium Mixture “for a long, long, 
long tlime—meore than 30) years. | 
don’t like Early Morning (Pipe) or 
any of the other types because they 
have some sweeter tastes. [in met inte 
that.” 


ii) 


Offered several samples to try as 
a replacement for his beloved 5, 
Shirazi explained, “They don't even 
amell like it." He said he was looking 
for something with what he termed 
“an almost rotten soell" 

Recently hired native Texan Tammy 
Walker called it “a bar-he-que arama.” 

Shirazi didn’t even want to bry any 
samples. 

“l used to buy several kilos of 965 
at a time to take to Moscow,” he 
jaid, adding that he makes several 
itips a year for his employer, Coneco- 
Phillips, which began oil exploration 
and production in Russia nearly 20) 
YeHrs ago. 

Also a cigar smoker, Shirazi noted, 
“Now you can’t even buy Dunhill 


Connor 


Patricia ¢ 





cigars in Moscow anymore. [t's either 
Cuban or Daviceti" 

Shirazi is not the only customer 
to complain that he can ne longer 
find Dunhill tobacoos, says Jenny 
Wilson, a five-year veteran of the 
pipe and cigar shop who smokes 
cigars first, but who, like her boss, 
tries the different pipe tobacoos so 
ahe is conversant about them with 
her customers. 

“The 965 was the mest popular of 
the Gunhill bbemds. But we ales sold 
almeat as much Nightcap and Early 
Morning Pipe,” she explains. 

The shop bought dozens of Dunhill 
tins when the Dunhill blends were no 
longer available in bulk. But they didn't 
last long, according to Wilson. “Once 
they were gone, they were just gone.” 


Aromatics sell well, too 
Aromatics sell about eventy with the 
English blends at The Briar Shoppe. 

Walker is quick ta explain the many 
blends and equally quick to provide 
jamiples, “On Valentine's Day we had 
aA woman come in to smoke a chyar 
with her husband. We sold her a small 
bowl pipe and aot her to ty some 
Serendipity—that amelis like blueberry 
pancakes” 

Walker appreciates tobaccos that 
anvell the same when they are smoked 
as they do in the dozens of jars that 
fill the counter. She notes that Sunset 
Rum ik one of those, that with its 
“tiquer Mavor—a buttery rum smell— 
amvells as good in the pipe as in the 
jar. Crime Erulee smells delicious 
when it's burning, too,” she adds. 
“And a lot of peaple like the trulticr 
blends.” 

In addition fo renaming many 
of the Lane tobaccos (Accountant is 
Lane's 13), O'Connor explains that 
the Briar Shoppe creates many of its 
own blends, including the ever-popu- 
lar Judge Wayne, in two different ver- 
aLons. 

A Houston jurist, Wayne had the 
Eriar Shoppe create the blend to his 
specification, with Virginia amd Black 
Cavendish ln the Number 1 bhend, and 
MacHaren's Golden Extra with Burley 
in the Number 2 mixture. Both are top 
sellers, says O'Conner. 

“The Burley-based Mark Twain 
blend is very popular too,” she adds. 





Largest selection in a large state 
Of Connor says she hears from her pipe 
tepa that she carries about the larcest 
selection of pipes in the entire state— 
and some surrounding states as well. 

While her inventory is somewhat 
depleted after a recent sale, O'Connor 
admits that she's not quick at this point 
ta replace some of the more expensive 
inventory. 

Her best sellers are the Petersons amd. 
Savinellis in the S100-$125 range. But 
ahe aleo stocks Ashton, Butz Choguin, 
CAO. Meerchaum, Castello, Charatan, 
Convoy's, Davidoff, Dunhill, Ferndown, 
G.B.0., Stanwell, WoO. Larsen, Wilmer 
and Winslow, among many otters. 

“We sell many board pipes too," 
O'Connor adds, picking a Duca Carlo 
off the clips amd explaining that it is 
fteally a Savinelll machine-macde pipe. 

Her own favogite pipes are usually 
straight bores, so she can rum a pipe 
cleaner through it with mo problen. 
Bul the prise pipe on display is a meer- 
achaum her mother smoked for many 
years before she patsed away last year 
at the age of oS. 


O'Connor says she was once offered 
$2,500 for that pipe. “IF | ever got an 
offer like that again, | might even sell 
it.” 


Smoking bans cause problems 


Following the ampaking ban that was 
enacted in Houston last year, the Briar 
Shoppe is one of the few public places 
where people can still smoke. 

In addition te sntoke shops there bs 
only one cigar bar that qualified for an 
exemption to remain a smoking site, 
O'Connor explains. 

‘To continue as a cigar bar an estab 
lishment had to be open before the 
han was enacted amd derive at least 20) 
percent of its gross revenue from cigar 
sales. 

Appropriately enough, that lett only 
the Downing Street Pub, oot far from 
the Briar Shoppe, at the canner of Kirby 
Cwive and Westheimer Road, as the 
only public place a person can drink 
and smoke outside his or her hame in 
the fourth-largest city in the U.8., with 
a population of more than 2 million. 

Even before the ban, O'Conner said 
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that while she would enjoy a cigar ina 
bar, she did not smoke in restaurants, 
a& it was just net her habit 

Stull, she's mot happy with the 
Hausten erdinance—or the anes in 
other locales that ban amoking in pub- 
lic places. 

“lt uted fo be thal we saw good, 
positive images of men smoking pipes 
while they wer involved in family 
activities—fishing, playing games, of 
even two oor three generations sitting 
on the front porch with a geen pipe. 
And famous people like Bing Crosby, 
Walt Disney and Einstein were often 
pictured with their pipes. 

“But now, when peaple can ne lon- 
ger see even their friends smoking, that 
makes it all the more difficult for us to 
attract meweoamers to the pleasures of 
the pipe.” PAT 


For additional information, contact 
The Briar Shoppe, 2412 Times Bbvd_ 
(Rice Village Shopping Center}, 
Houston, TX 77005; 713.529.6347; 
Wet Brn ppe conte, 
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re Rolando Negoita 


An all-around artisan who makes pipes, jewelry, fashion accessories and knives, Rolando Negoita carved his first pipes from 
tosehip wood and chery wood while living in Romania. 

Coming to America in 190 with his wile, Alexandra, and son, Luka, Negotta settled In New York Clty, which he explored 
during lunch breaks from his job as a jewelry designer. During one of these excursions, he disoovered Ed Hurak's Connoisseur 
Shop, where he purchased his first briar bleck for $00. 

Negoita carved each pipe completely by hand, making each pipe for his own use. Negoita had no plans of becoming a 
professional pipemaker woitl he metmembers of the Hudson Valley Pipe Club, who asked him to make pipes for them. 

Negoita now makes approximately 120 pipes a year, while he continues to make knives, hunting bows and teach product 
design at Parsons Scheol of Design. Negpotta draws inspiration for his shapes from observations he makes during nature walks 
in the wilderness around his rural New York home. Negoita groups some of his pipe designs into categories, which include 
Blue Whale and Wave, Gourd, Amphora, Eee, Bellows, Art-Deco and Walnuts. This pipe, purchased at the 2008 Richmond 
Pipe Show, falls into the Blue Whale and Wave category, with sweeping lines reminiscent of a wave's crest. The pipe features 
both excellent grain and stunning bird's-eye. 

Negoita sells his creations at his Web site, wwwatellerminido.cant, at snokingplpescom and at pipe shows. 
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BY STEPHEN PO SMITH 


Reconnecting the dots 


One collector's afternoon with Alfred Sasieni’s grandson 


Sunday, Dec. 28, 2008. | am fran- 
tically trying to get my house in 
order. Anthony and Josh Goodman, 
the grandson and great-grandson, 
respectively, af the legendary pipe 
maker Alfred Sasieni, are coming to 
my howe today to see my Sasteni 
collection, and everything must be 
perfect. For 15 years | have been col- 
lecting the histertc briaes that bear 





Alfted and his father Joel's surname, 
and now, through a remarkable series 
of events, | am about to meet his 
direct descendants—and in my own 
hame mo less. 

Making this even more amaz- 
ing, Anthony's bringing over about 
two dozen pipes that belonged to 
Alfred himself, The reality of this 
moment still hasn't completely fil- 


Anthony Goodman, grandson of Alired Sasien 


tered through my mind. |, Stephen 
4mith, Sasieni collector, will shortly 
be holding Alfred Sasieni"s pipes in 
my own hands. As a longtime Red 
Sox fan, | imagine this must be 
what it would feel like te held Ted 
Williams* bat. 

Refreshments: coffee or tea? Well, 
he Js English, 40 he probably likes 
tea. On the other hand, he's been 
living in the U.S. for 1 years now, 
What if he’s gone native and prefers 
coffee? Drat. Vil make both. And bet- 
ter provide some soda and bottled 
waler, a5 well. Let's see, what else? 
Cookies, preteels, potate chips 
yeah, that should do it. 

Now for my pipes. | arrange them 
on the dining room table, much as | 
would when | display them ata pipe 
show. It is not the biggest collection 
in the world, only about 120 pieces 
or so, but it does offer a nice cross 
famiing of whal Sasienl made over 
ihe years, The pipes are displayed 
according to grade and era of manu- 
facture. Olitest of all, the venerable 
One Dots. Next to them the mysterl- 
ous Eight Dots. Next come the pre- 
war Pour Dots, post-war Four Dots, 
Two Dots and Clarets. 

My poor Clarets, they are the ugly 
aisters of the collection. Truth be told, 


with their turquoise band that clash- 
es so parishly with their deep plum 
finish, they would mever have been 
allowed within a mile of my pipe 
racks if they didn't bear the Sasieni 
name. Bui they are part of the family 
and are carefully grouped together 
with thelr more tastefully finished 
briar brethren. Finally, the varicus 
ather second lines | have stumbled 
across over the years: Maylalr, Old 
Englande, Craven, Friar, Slendaline, 
and the rest are all grouped together 
in as Wisually attcactive display as | 
CAM Arrange. 

My love affair with the Sasleni 
pipe goes back many years. Back in 
ihe early nineties, after smoking a 
pipe for some years, | began to have 
an interest In collecting. At the time, 
[ didn't even know there was such 
a hobby a: collecting estate pipes, 
until | started receiving the now 
legendary mailers of Barry Levin, the 
hoabby's patron saint and new, sadly, 
its guardian angel. Admittedly, | 
was initially somewhat aghast at the 
whole idea, “Used pipes?" | thought 
in horror. “And he wants few much 
for them?" 

Luckily for me, | had recently 
joined the Boston-based Sherlock 
Aone Fipe Club, and there | met 
several people, including Andy 
Camtte, Dick Aforse, Paul Dunn and 
the late Don Power, who were will- 
ing to share thelr wisdom and expe- 
rience with me. They, along with a 
book on the subject, helped me to 
understand the great tradition of 
English pipemaking, as well as the 
Value and desirability of the great 
briars of England's recent past. 

But | was dismayed at the steep 
prices commanded by the Big Three: 
Dunhill, Barling and (haratan. 
A wile, two kids and a morigage 
launched them all owt of reach. | 
began ta think that pipe collecting 
wasn't for me after all. 

All that changed in October 1994, 
my fist CORPS show in Kichmand, 
Va. Andy Camire had volunteered to 
be my adopted big brother, showing 
me around and guiding me among 
ihe maze of tables. “Never buy the 
first pipe you see," | still remember 
him telling me as we entered the 
showroom. Cine af the people he 


Alfred & 
family's history of pi 


when he is of aqpe. 








introduced me to was Barry Levin. 

lf Barry didn't necessarily invent 
the estate pipe hobby in the U.S_, he 
certainly legitimized it. His manthly 
mailers, which mow seem 2o low-tech 
in today’s Internel-4atuirated culture, 
were eagerly awaited by thousands of 
collectors each month. Barry always 
conducted himself with dignity, class 
and honesty. And he always had time 
fora paln-in-the-ass newbie like me. 

lexplained my dilemma to Barry. 
He listened patiently and then picked 
up two pipes from the table, a Sasteni 
Four Dot Hurlingham and a Four 
Dot Grosvenor, an apple and bent 
bulldog, respectively. UL never forget 
what he said to me then. 

“These pipes are at good as any- 
thing Dunhill, Barling of Charatan 
ever produced. Someday the world 
will appreciate these pipes for what 
they really are. [f you want te start 
collecting English briars, here is 
where | would start.” [| bought both 
al them for $1045 jah, for the good 
ald days}. it was a purchase that 
would change my life. 

So began my infatuation with 
Sasioni. | dedicated myself to learning 
as much as | could about them, and 
in time, through my awn research 
and endless comversations with Barry 


asieni’s great-grandson, josh Go: 


emaking and intends to start smoking pi 





adiman, i enthusiastic about his 


hire 





and other collectors, | became fairly 
knowledgeable about the history of 
the company and learned how to 
date the pipes reasonably accurately 
and most importantly, how te dis- 
tinguish a family-made piece from a 
later, non-family-made piece. 

The mext chapter in this strange 
tale began when | read the excellent 
article in Pa? about Karlings, wrkt- 
ten by the well-known collector Tad 
Gage. Gage had alia written a short 
Monograph on Sasient pipes that 
had appeared in one of Barry Levin's 
mailers, 50] wondered if a full-length 
Sasieni article might be in the off- 
ing. Upon inquiring of PAT's editors, 
however, | was informed that there 
were no immediate plans for such 
an article. 

| remember expressing my dis- 
appointment to Don Powers, who 
replied, “Why not just write one 
yoursell? You know as much about 
them as anyone | know." 

Hmmm ... write it myself. The 
thought had not occurred to mie. 
Well, why nat? So [ did, and the 
article tithed “Connecting the Dots: 
A Concise History of Sasteni Pipes* 
appeared in the spring 1999 issue of 
Par, 

While | have to adimit that |] was 





ke a Sasieni Pipe!” 


jbpew that Boel Susie, in LLL, Bor Poesy 





At top, a classic Sasient ad trom 1926 features the Prince of Wales. Bottom, 
lighters owned by Alfred Sasieni and his wife Celia, as well asa Sasieni pipe 
tool and case. 
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exhilarated ta see my article im nice, 
glossy print, it had the rather unfee- 
tunaie effect of establishing me as a 
Sasienl “expert,” an appellation | am 
uncomfortable with to this day. [ do 
nat consider myself an expert: [ still 
have much to learn about this pipe, 
and | never know whe ['m going to 
learn fram rmext. 

In September 20th | started my 
own blog, www nunilerofravensorg. 
While the blog is really nothing 
more than “The World According to 
Smith,” occasionally | de put some- 
thing pipe-related on it. One thing 
| included on a separate page was 
an expanded and revised version of 
my Sasieni essay. This not only pave 
people who were mew to the hobby 
and had mewer seen the original 
article an opportunity to learn more 
about Sastent pipes, but also a chance 
to leave comments and questions, 
which [ always ceply to, albeit some- 
what slowly abl times. 

One of the things the expanded 
essay touched on was the confu- 
alon about the names of the founder 
and his son. Was it foel, or Joseph? 
His son was clearly mamed Alfred 
yet signed the patent applications 
“Abraham Sasieni." 

One moaming, early in 20808, this 
comment appeared on my blog: 


foe! Sagleni was oie srewt-gnindfa- 
ther, The confusion about fils ernie 
Hight cote fen fewisl fori tra- 
dition that each child fia! a Hebvew?! 
bivical frat mene and ane Angiiclzed 
middle nome which they were esially 
cknowe by. Se Josep foe! Besend vais 
ihe father of Alwataem Alfred Sasleti 
fay gunn father. 

—Aniiioery Gonder 


| read and reread the comment in 
disbelief. It was hard to beliewe that a 
direct descendant of the man whase 
pipes | had collected 0 eagerly and 
for so many vears actually read my 
blog, let alone cared enough to leave 
a comment. [ft was like getting a let- 
ter from a descendant af Cy Young. 

| wrote back immediately, thank- 
ing hin for his help. To my surprise, 
he wrote back promptly, and then 1 
learned of another remarkable coincl- 
dence. [it turns cut that not only has 


he been living im the U.S. for more 
than 10 years, but that he lives in 
my hame state of Massachusetts. We 
began trading e-mails, and over time 
he sent me various tidbits, inchud- 
ing the advertisement pictured. This 
is particularly interesting, as it ts 
dated 1926 and quite clearly shows 
the Four Dot logo. A year of e-mail 
comespondence finally culminated 
in his asking me if 1} would “mind* 
if he and his som visited my home to 
view my collection. lt is a request | 
enthusiastically agreed to. 

And now the day has arrived. The 
doarbell rings. They are here. 

Anthony Goodman is what we 
Americans think of as the classic 
Englishman. [ had feared that he 
might net have taken kindly to this 
crazy Yank delving into his family 
history, of that all | weuld get out of 
him was something like, “Well, my 
grandfather made pipes, but that's 
really all | know about it.” | need 
nat have Mild-mannered 
and extremely polite, he meverthe- 
less exudes enthusiasm for the fam- 
ily business, even though he himself 
doesn't smoke. Now living im the 
LLS. ah a Management consultant, he 
is the sen oof Rese Goodman, Alfred's 
elder daughter. 


weorrled. 


His son josh is even mare of a rev- 
elation, When Anthony mentioned 
that he was bringing his 15-year-old 
aon along, | had visions of an unwill- 
ing teenager with an iPod and ear 
buds permanently glued to his ears, 
being reluctantly dragged along by 
his father. 

Again, | need not have worried. 
Josh, with all the exuberance of 
youth, displays even more enthus- 
asm for his great-grandfather's busi- 
ness than Anthony. He informs me 
it is His tnbention to start smoking a 
pipe as soon as he can legally do ao. | 
tell him te visit me at LJ. Peretti, the 
pipe shop where | work, on his 14th 
birthday. It is a pleasure to meet a 
teenager who shows so much interest 
in our noble pastime. 

[ bring them inte the dining room. 
“What a nice collection!" Anthony 
exclaims, and then it really hits me: 
Joel and Alfred Sasieni's descendants 
are admiring my pipe collection. 
This is a mament to be savored and 


marveled at, and one | could hardly 
have conceived on that October day 
in 1993, when | bought my flest two 
Adéieni pipes trom Barry Levin. 

AS it tins out, neither the tea nar 
the coffee holds much attractlon for 
Anthony, who prefers the bottled 
water, He does, however, seem to be 
enjoying the pretzels. 

Being neither a smoker mer a col- 
lector himself, he i¢ understandably 
a litthe fuzzy an the dating and 
branding of the pipes. While he 
has an admirable grasp on the tam- 
ily company’s place in pipe-smoking 
history, he is mot very familiar with 
the details of the pipes themselves. 

With mo small thrill, | explain to 
Alfred's Dots, 
Fight Dots, Two Dots and One Dots, 
about patent numbers and filters, 
about Clarets and Mayfalrs and Friars. 
They are an astute and attentive 
audience, readily absorbing all | have 
to tell, but | cannot fully suppress a 
sense of irony at the idea that | was 
lecturing the descendants of Joel and 
Alfped Sasien| about the pipes their 
family had made for 40) years. 

But the satisfaction | feel at shaw- 
ing them my pipes pales in comparl- 
aon to my pleasure at what comes 
next. Anthony has with him two 
dozen pipes that were owned and 
amoked by Alfred himself. 

They are mainly Four Dot and 
One Dots, with a Two Der thrown 
in for good measure. Interestingly, 
there is one pipe not made by Sasieni 
ai all, an old CHP-X freehand. There 
iseven an old Sasieni Cavalier, which 
Alfped evidently took to before any- 
one had a chance ta alamp it. | 
know, however, that is indubitably 
4 Sasieni, 
before. | once had an appertunity to 
buy an Eight Dot Cavalier and passed 
it up. The sight of this pipe reminds 
me quite paintully of that moment 
al folly. 

There are a couple of old Sasieni 
cigarette holder, and some lighters 
owned by Alfred and his wile, Celia, 
who, according to Anthony, was a 
force to be reckoned with in her own 
right and the undisputed matriarch 
af the family, who enjoyed smoking 
4a pipe as much as her famous hus- 
hand did. Some of the smaller pipes 


relatives about Pour 


because | have seen one 
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A part of Stephen Smith's Sasreni col 


ony Goodma 






home during the viewt with Ant 









Some of Alfred Sasiemi's 


own pipes still hold. the pipe cheaners that Alfred lett in them. 


may have been smoked by Celia her- 
aelf, There is a letter from a lighter 
repairman apologizing for a delay 
in the repair of one of Alfred's awn 
lighters, a Colibrt. 

He has also brought Alfred’s awn 
pipe and tobacco case, known as 
a fasten! Traveller. This ls simply 
too surreal to be true. “| am held- 
ing Alfred Sasieni’s pipe case." | 
am repeating this over and over 


ty 


in my mind ta make it sink in. 
Ted Williams* bat, Cy Young's glove, 
Alfred Sasieni's pipe case; it's all the 
same thing to me. 
What makes this 
remarkable js that some of the pipes 
are One Gots, which Joel stepped 
making around 1924, when Alfred 
was only 12. Anthony believes that 
Alfred probably inherited these pipes 
fram Joel himself. So mow | am held- 


even mare 


ing nat only Alfred's pipes, but Joel's 
as welll | just sit there in awe a& | hold 
these pipes that Joel and Alfred once 
held, little pieces of briar history that 
were forging a connection between 
me and the men whee work | had 
admired for 40 long. 

[learn a great deal from Anthony 
that afternoon. He has done a little 
more family research, and as it turns 
out, [joel did have an older brother 
named Joseph after all, who had 
nathing to de with the family busi- 
Tess. 

He shoots down a theory | have 
that held that Alfred was named for 
Alfred Dunhill, perhaps as a playful 
awipe at Joel's old boas. Anthony says 
this is highly dowhtful, as his family's 
tradition is mot to name a child after 
aomeone whe is still alive. But he 
informs me that the relationship 
between the two Alfreds was cordial, 
as evidenced by the fact that among 
Alfred Sasieni’s possessions was a first 
edition of Dunhill’s pipe book, The 
Gertle Art of Stoking, autographed by 
Alfred Dunhill himself. 

He supplies me with information 
and anecdotes | simply could nat 
have found anywhere else, He tells 
me that the reason Joel Sasieni lett 
Dunhill in 1919 is because when 
Alfred Dumbhill’s sons returned from 
World War L, he realized that there 
would be litthe room for him to 
advance any further with Dunhill, 
a0 he decided to start his own com- 
pany. 

Another interesting fact concerns 
Sasient production during the sec- 
and world war, Contrary to popular 
belief, Sasieni did not slow down 
production during World War Il: 
they stopped it altogether. As there 
Was 110 Briar coming in during those 
years, Joel offered the factory to the 
government to make munitions— 
shell casings and perhaps bullet cas- 
ings as well. The firm won awards 
fram the government for the accu- 
racy of its work. Alfred, who was 
born in 1912, contributed te the 
wat effort as a truck driver while 
the factory was belma@ weed for less 
jalutary purposes than the one for 
which it was conceived. When Joel 
had a heart attack in 1944 of 1945, 
Alfred was allowed to leave the army 


on compassionate leave to run the 
factory. 

Even more surprisingly, it would 
jem that Alfred may have been the 
only English pipemaker in history 
who was alo an amateur vaucevil- 
lian. Apparently, before World War 1 


Alfred had an audition at the BBC to 





do his comic monologues for them. 


One can only imagine the loss to the 





pipe-smoking world had he gotten 
the job and mot been able te join 
the family business. In any event, 
he utilized his comic talent during 
the War, 


entertaining the tecaprs, 





and later his own family, with such 
COMIC MOnchoewWes a6 “Susannah's & 


Wonderful Sow." 





Anthony int sure why sasbeni 
nomenclature was changed so dra- 


matically after the war or how 4 





they were able to resume production. 
Cine hypotiesis is that the stamp was 
lost or destroyed during the war. Or, 


as an alternative the it may be 





that Alfred, upoam taking the reins 





of the company, Wanted to put his 
own mark om the brand. (Fr it may 
even be a combination of the two: 
‘lired needed new stamps and sim- 
ply decided to do it his way while he 
was at It. 
Anthony has fond childhood 
memorles of both the factory and 


ilfred himself, known to him as 


Grandpa Alf. He remembers explor- 
ing the factory with childish wonder 


and shooting wooden matches out of 





an alr hose that was presumably used 
to power a sandblaster, He remem- 
bers Alfred as a kind, indulgent 
grandiather who drove a Triumph 
Herald and enjoved lighting his pipe 
afier lunch om a Saturday afternoon 
on tele- 


while watching horseracing 


tills, he had 





Vision. Unlike the Dae 
no desire bo expand the family busi- 
ness into leather goods of fashion 
aocessorles. He was content to be a 
pipPemaker. 

Inter 


ter Elizabeth {Anthony's aumt) was 


stingly, although his daugh- 





actially a representative for the com- 
pany in America for a short period 
diting the 196045, Altred had no real 
interest in secing this two daughters 
carry on the family busimess, apypar- 
ently considering pipemaking ta he 
na fit occupation for women. He sold 





the company in 1Y/8 to a group of 


South Afttican investors led by a man 





named lan Chason, but he eventually 


grew to regret the move, for, despite 





remaining on the company’s board 
of directors for a time, he did net like 
the direction in which the new own- 
ership was taking the company. 
inthony explains to me that even 
though he doesn't smoke himself, 
he wants these pipes restored so he 



















































More of Alfred Sasteni'’s personal collection 


can display them in his office. As | 
am not only an avid Sasient collec- 
tor but also the person who restores 
estate pipes for Lj. Peretel, it seems 
to him that | am a logical choice for 
ihe project. 

The day is starting to assume hal- 
lucinatery proportions. Every time 
| think it can't get any better, it 
does. Not only am | being allowed 
to handle Alfred Sasieni’s pipes, [ am 
being entrusted with their care and 
restoration. 

There are problems, of course. | 
sUppOwe When One OWN a pipe come 
pany and has an unlimited supply 
of first-rate briars available at cost, 
then one might predictably become a 
little cavalier as to the care and main- 
tenance of one's own pipes. Alfred 
certainly was. To be honest, the ald 
boy wae tard on his pipes. 

As can be seen from the photes, 
they were in pretty rough shape, hav- 
ing heen in storage for many years. 
The stems had oxidized to the point 
of being almost white, and the exte- 
tiors of the bowls were quite dirty. 
Many still had a pipe cleaner stuck 
in them from whal was presum- 
ably Alfped's last smoke ever from 
that particular pipe. This is some- 
thing | have always done myself, 
and | found it interesting that he did 
the same thing. Somehow, it’s the 
pipe cleaners that begin to bring the 
moment home for me. Alfred stuck 


4 pipe cleaner in his pipes after each 
smoke. Just like me. 

Anthony tells me that Alfred 
amoked Fscudo almost exclusively. 
From the condition of his pipes, he 
certainly smoked a lot of it. His pipes 
have some of the thickest carbon 
cakes I've ever seen; iin some cases 
[ couldin’t even get my pinky into 
the bowl, Alfred was evidently a hat 
amoker, a3 some of the pipes were 
cracked to the polint where bt seemed 
that it was the cake itself that was 
halding the bowls together. This is 
going to take a bot of work. 

Fortunately for me, Anthony i 
interested anly in displaying the 
pieces, mot smoking them. Therefore 
[ only need to worry about mak- 
ing them presentable, not smokable, 
which in some cases I'm nat sure | 
could have done. 

A few days later, | am standing at 
the workbench, preparing toa begin 
4a labor af love, which only a few 
days ago would have seemed like the 
wildest of fantasies. | pick up the first 
one, a One Dot. As I bring the pipe to 
the workbench, the thought hits me: 
“I'm about to restore a pipe owned 
and smoked by Alfred Sasieni, or per- 
haps even Joel himself." 

All those years of collecting, 
researching and writing about Saskeni 
pipes seem to crystallize inte this 
one unfathomable moment, with me 
alanding im front of a workbench, 


| 


halding a pipe that once belonged 
to Joel Sasient. | think about all the 
little decisions, seemingly unimport- 
ant at the time, that have led up to 
this moment: my joining the pipe 
club, meeting Bary Levin and more 
important, following his advice; my 
decision to start a blog and write 
about Sasieni pipes there. Amy one 
al these decisions, made differently, 
and [ am not standing here right 
now, holding a pipe once owned atid 
amoked by one of the most famous 
pipemakers im the world. 

My next thought, of course, is 
“What the hell have | gotten myself 
inte?" [ve been restoring estate pipes 
for years, and, judging from the 
feedback of our customers, ['m fairly 
good at it. But this is different. As 
| mentioned, some of the pipes are 
cracked. | know I'll have to be extra 
careful with these. All | can think 
ol is what my reputation will be if 
[ screw one of these up: “Stephen 
Smith, the man who ruined Alfred 
Sasieni’s pipes." “Expert” no more. 

Even though Anthony isn't going 
to smoke these, | want to trim the 
coke down a Little to at least make 
them preventable. In some cases, 
there's mote cake than wood on the 
pipes, and in others they are cracked 
io the point where it seems the 
cake is the only thing holding them 
together. 

Genily | trim the cake back oo that 
there is at least some semblance of 
avimetry. As with each step in this 
process, | repeat the procedure two 
dozen times. 

Next comes the real work, The 
bowls are very dirty, and the stems 
highly exidized. One thing | have 
noticed alter having buffed oount- 
less stems is that while higher-grade 
vulcanite resists oxidizing better 
ihan cheap vulcanite, it is also much 
harder to clean when it does oxidize. 
Sasienl used very good quality vul- 
canbe. 

Each pipe is put on what we call 
the “hard wheel," which is impreg- 
nated with a relatively coarse grade 
af polishing compound. Each stem 
requires several minutes on the wheel 
just to go from white to dark green. 
This, | think to myself, is going to be 
a lot of work. 


But it lve learned anvihing over 
the year, its to let the wheel do 


wk, and over time each stem 





butted back to black. Alter that 





the bowls themselves are carefully 
buffed as well, The dirt on the aides 


of the bowls comes 





I¥, Dut the rims of the 





bowls hawe a tot of carbon on them, 
and this takes almost as much effort 
to remove as the oxidation of the 
jlems. | have to be extremely cau- 
thous a8 i die this: there if a Very real 

cl 
, 


ae a 





risk of some of the more damag 
pieces shattering an the wheel 
to 


pipes survive; bowls and tmoamencla- 








ageressive. Portunately all 


tire intact 

After a short break, | go back to 
Work, Chis Cine with the “solt wheel,” 
which is impregnated with a Very 


line grade ot compound designed to 





give the wl and stem a nice shiny 








luster. Compared to the hard wheel, 


this is easy pickings ae 








work. kach pipe mets its turn on the 





wheel, and for the first time im many 


years, the wood and yulcanite on 






each plpe 4 to shine again. A 
tinal application of carnauba wax, 
and the pipes are timished. 


It is with penuine pleasure thal 





[ gaze at the finished pipes they 


Connecwon 





Neamt on the workbench, resurrect 
by omy own bands. My 


with Alfred and [oel is now as com- 





plete as it willever ie. [want to believe 





that somewhere they are both smiling 





down on me 
| have 
I 


lv, an ungqualilbed success. Some of 


Approving of the way 
hack. bo like 


eration i nal, wilorliunate- 





brought their pipes 





Hie @ 





the pipes were loo far gone for even 


coametic restoration to be complete- 





ly succesful. And my complete lack 


ol photography skills untortunately 








‘Lt do justice even to the 





hal came cut pretty well. 


Teor heel me al 





And josh 





the shop on a Suncay alternoon and 





are excited and | ol praise for the 





results. [hey BOLLS 





Already ci 





how theyre going to display the 
a tal 









pipees, grt they ive Already pue- 





chated a cabinet tor tbat pure 





ak. 





tun Oul how 


[ cannot say @ 


helptul Anthony Goodman and tits 





MEN Wsastic Son have been in 


helping me expand my Krowlbedge 
of the pipes that have become such 


an important part of my life. The 





writing of this article mecessitated 





many e-mails and phone calls. Yer 


rather 





han resenting this crazy tank 
and hit incessant delving Into his 
family’s history, Anthony was always 
Grcious and eager bo help. He always 
jeemed genuliely appreciative of my 


efforts to lncrease the world’s kKnowl- 





edge and appreciation of the pipes 





thal bear his familys name. And in 
knw 


edge, bul | gained something even 


the end, | gained mot only 





more Valuable: a trend. | 
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Back to basics 


Taking on tongue bite 


BY DALE HARRISON 


Like a poltergeist, tongue bite haunts the blissful rapport 
between pipe smoker and pipe 


lt is the most dreaded demon in the 
army of gremlins that haunts the bliss- 
ful relationship between smoker and 
pipe. lt inexplicably descends on the 
hapless smaker with a wrath so ghastly 
it leaves him physically wounded and. 


“Routine tongue 
bite does not 
involve burning 
the mouth, 
though the 
symptoms are 
similar.” 


in a malaise ower the suctden boss of 
the privilege to smoke with pleasure. 
Tongue bite is the hands-down king 
of pipe-smoking demons. Its abiliry 
to elude prediction and explanation 
makes it all the more nefarious. Like a 
poltergeist, it comes and goes without 
waming, leaving a mess in lis path and 
ne evidence of its origins. Myth and 
conpecture abound about “the bite." 


a2 


Physicians and medical researchers 
are not in the buciness af speculating 
about the came; of any condition 
absent meaningful research, which is 
af course how achence should work, 
Tie dearth of research leaves the rest 
ab us to speculate, though there are 
studies al similar conditions that may 
be germane and may help point the 
way toward understanding tongue 
bite. There is certainly copious anec- 
dotal evidence among the expansive 
collective wisdom of pipe smokers 
from which to draw, 

First, a myth about this ephem- 
eral and dreadful demon must be dis 
Pelled: Routine tongue bite does mot 
involve burning the mouth, though 
the symptoms are similar: discomfort 
in the mouth and numbness to taste, 
vel Increased sensitivity to irritants. 
lt is mot 4 steaming of the tongue 
with wet tobacea, mor i6 it likely to 
be a chemical burn. Instead, the plie- 
nomenon called tongue bite probably 
most closely resembles the temporary 
disabling of taste receptors that is sul- 
fered when eating spicy hones. 

A habanera pepper may feel. like it 
“burns” the mouth, but the tobense 
discomfort from excessively spicy pep. 
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pers is nota burn at all. Instead, it is 
4 clogging of taste receptors, a malady 
probably much like tongue bite. 

While itis highhy molikely that the 
mouth is bumed during tongue bite, 
it is likely that heat has an influential 
tole in how well the mouth can pro- 
tect itself. Research shows close corre 
lations between taste and lemiperatuce, 
including physiclogical changes in the 
mouth. Heat opens sensitive channels 
and pores im taste buds, making them 
more Vulnerable. lncreaves in bem pera- 
ture cam combine with all the wrong 
ingredients and increase the chance 
ab turning a delightful tobacoo recipe 
into a recipe for disaster. 

Biological atudies show there are 
great variations in the tasting ahili- 
tes af individuals as a function of 
the number of taste buds they bear 
on thelr tongues. “Supertasters” sport 
score: of laste buds. Those buds con- 
lain a complex network of compo- 
nents, such as taste nerves, receptors 
and pores, and papilla and micro 
Willi. Supertasters are 25 percent of the 
population. There is am equal number 
of “nontasters,” and the middle 450 
percent is considered “regular tavters." 
Variations in sensitivity to tongue bite 


amang pipe smokers could be said to 
vary similarly. 

Any tongue bite worth its demonic 
desivnation also afflicts the inside of 
the lips, the roof of the mouth, under 
the tongue, and even inside the cheeks 
and in the back of the throat—the 
precise locations where more taste 
buck can be found. These extra tasters 
are relatively diffuse and are basically 
baby buds, leftovers from infancy. 
Though not as great in number, they 
are highly sensitive, just like tavbe buds 
an the tongue. 

Everything about tongue bite seen 
to point squarely to taste buds amd 
their receptors. 

Further support comes from 
research am the effects that nicotine 
can have on taste buds, which range 
from minor leritation to shrinking the 
buds and their infrastructure, includ. 
ing pores and nerves. Combining the 
anecdotal evidence of tongue bite with 
ihe science that is available strongly 
apres tongue bite can be traced, in 
part, to the amount of nicotine found 
in tobacco. Bor instance, among the 
tobacco products highest im nicotine 
content, according to a Universiry 
of Alabama at Birmingham study, is 
chewing tobaeco. People who chew 
know well the numbing sensation of 
nicotine 

Nicotine alone bk most certainly 
not enough to cause tongue bite (for 
instance, additives in cigarettes wier- 
tually eliminate bite). Instead, it is 
a set of factors that likely leads to 
blie—a compound set of factors that 
can confound the pipe smoker trying 
to unravel them, 

Tiere are three essential ingredi- 
ents in a successful, pleasing smoke, 
and thus, there are three major sets of 
factors that can contribute bo tongue 
bite: the pipe, the pipe smoker, and 
his tobacce. 


The tobacco: Burley is born to 
bite 
Gregory Pease is a blender of prized 
tobaceos and believes pH content of 
particular tobacoos is likely the chbef 
factor in how much a tobacos bites. 
“From my fesearch and experience, 
tongue bite results from alkaline (high 
PHI smoke. Mowe acidic (low pH) mix- 
tures have much jess tendency to bite,” 





Tongue bite can utterly ruin an otherwise fine day. 


says Pease “There appears to be a rela- 
tionship between nicotine absorption 
and tongue bite. With a higher pH, 
nicotine absorbs inte the bloodstream 
much more readily through the mem- 
brates in the mouth." 

Many smokers who have taken on 
astraight Burley without cakings kow 
well that it can be the biggest biter of 
them all—in fact, Burley is basically 
bom to bite, Mt brings with it all the 
characteristics that exacerbate bite. 
Burley produces am alkaline smoke 
with high pH. lt has high nicotine 


content—roughly sictold to elghthold 
greater than Virginia tobacoos. Amd 
Burley has very low levels of naturally 
occurring sugars, which reduce pH 
and. for most, ameliorate the effects 
at bite. 

“There's the Burley curse,” says 
Pease. “To counteract the bite of 
Burley, people will add sugar to Burley 
of combine it with a@ tore sugary 
Virginia." 

But the Burley curse does mot affect 
all smokers, and this ik mot to say 
that Virginias—low in both nicotine 


and pH—never bite. in fact, irmmea- 
ture Virginias (and Buecleys) carry 
compounds that iritate the mouth 
independent of other factors. All nat- 
ural tobaccoos bite to same degree. 
However, flue-cured, fully matured 
Virginias have higher natural sugar 
content. Those cherished naturally 
OCOUrTINg sugars can be boosted even 
higher when fermented. 

“Unsweetened Burley produces 
a more alkaline smoke,” says Pease. 
“Wirginia has more natural sugacs arid 
therefore a moe achdic smoke. All this 
shoots holes in the myth that high 
sugars burn the mouth. That has mot 
been my experience.” 

If Burley is so temperamental, why 
amoke it at all? Burley is desirable 
because “it has oomph. lt has a geod 
feel in the mouth,” says Pease, “and 
the body of Burley is mice. But you 
have to tame the irritation it can cause 
in the mouth with something.” 

Still, some smokers say it bs painful- 
lv clear to them that the rewerse is true: 
that Burleys typically don't bite them 
while Virginias do. Generalizations 
actos’ ambokers about particular bobac- 
cos simply wan't do when teying to 
exorcise the demon of tongue bite. 


The smoker: don't believe a 


thing you hear 

Pease says one of the biggest mistakes 
in steering new smokers toward enjoy- 
ing the pleasures of the pipe is guiding 
them toward mild aromatics. While 
aromatics may have wonderful room 
notes that pleas others, they tend to 
Tall flat on the smoker's tongue and 
fail bo meet expectations. Those expec- 


“Contrary to the 
instincts of many 
Hew smokers, a 
stronger tobacco 
does not have a 
stronger bite.” 


tations often lead new smokers to pulf 
with desperation instead of delibera- 
tian. “The conventional wisdom is to 
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start with a mild tobacoo—it should 
actually be the complete opposite,” 
jays Pease. 

“Get a tehacce that’s full Mawored 
and mot particularly strong. A lot of 
tobacconists do new amokers a dis- 
service by starting them with a mild 
tobacco. Then the amoker is looking 
for that flaver and will puff like a 
fiend trying to get the pipe to taste like 
something." 

Simply put and contrary to the 
instincts of many new smokers, ao 
stronger tobacco dees not have a 
alronger bite. Former cigarette smokers 
who take enthusiastically to the pipe 
wan lols of tehacco tate amd are espe- 
clally vulnerable as victims of their 
Own expectations. Beginning with a 
tobacco that’s full in faver will telp 
anew amoker establish better habits 
and leann how to sip a pipe slowly—as 
opposed to dragging on a cigarette, a 
much different propessition. 

“Go with a medium English blend," 
says Pease. “Ll would mot recommend 
an atomatic because of the expecta- 
tion created in ihe amoaker by the 
aroma. They don't taste the way they 
amell, and a new amoker will try 
everything he can to suck some flavor 
aul of iL Smoke slowly, carefully amd 
gently with a medium- or full-flavored 
tobacco. When a new smoker takes 
a sip, he will get something out of 
it. Then, with some more experience 
behind the new pipester, it will be 
more likely that a milder tobacco can 
he enjoyed." 

Many experienced smokers believe 
the single most critical factor affecting 
tongue bite is how a pipe is packed. 
But the novice must be skeptical here, 
too, because there if no consensus 
about exactly how packing alfects 
tongue bite. Generally speaking, the 
extremes promote tongue bite: either 
packing too loosely of too tightly. All 
agree that the mew smoker must mot 
be haphazard about packing methods 
and must mot rely on hackneyed tech- 
niques. 

“T think a lot of guys who first take 
up the pipe sufter from leaming wlhiat- 
ever ‘technique’ they may have from 
old movies," says Pease. “They'll pack 
the pipe tightly with their thumb, 
pull, puff, pulf aporessively to get an 
ember established, tamp heavily, amd 
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wonder why they've got a little smelt- 
ing furnace hanging off the end of the 
stem. A looser pack generally leads to 
a better smoking experience." 

In addition to packing on the light 
aide, Pease says it is better for a pipe 
amoker to lean toward smoking many 
tobaceos om the dey side. 


“A drier tobacco 
will burn with 
less effort and 

will tend to 
deliver a sweeter 
smoke.” 


“Wet tohacco doen't burn eadlly, 
and since water vapor has a higher 
thermal mass, and therefore carries 
more heat than smoke particles, the 
amoke stream will feel hotter in the 
smoker's mouth. A drier tobacca will 
burn with less effort and will tend to 
deliver a sweeter smoke. 

“These two things, wet tobacoo and 
tight packing, tend to compound each 
other. Wetter tobacco is much easter 
to pack too densely, amplifying the 
problems that come from either side of 
that coin. Of course, the other extreme 
isn't good, either—bonedry tobacco 
packed tes loosely. This will tend to 
just burn, without the dedratle smeal- 
dering we seek im the perfect smoke. 
And the situation ls made worse by 
the fact that very dry tobacco temds to 
crumble, fuming into quick burming 
tinder in the bowl." 

Just how moist a certain tobacco 
should be is both a matter of taste 
and feel for the particular leaf and cut. 
Both the feel and taste will change in 
different toehaccos with varlous levels 
ol moisture content. To find the right 
level for a particular tehacco, observe 
how it responds when squeezed. 

“Tobacoo needs sare moisture to 
carry the flavor along and te con- 
trol the smoldering. Different types of 
tobacco seem: to respond differently bo 
moisture levels. Virginias smoke best 
with a litt more moisture—Latakia 
and Oriental mixture, with a little less. 
An easy fest is to pinch the tobacco 


between the thumb and fingers. If 
it's brittle, it's toa dry: if it clumps 
togetiver, [ts boo wet. You want the 
SRTATIS feo Eee [AgSt al that Pcie wihere 


its pliable, but mot sticky.” 





In its simplest sense and apart from 
providing aesthetic and tactile plea- 





sure, the role of a smoking instrument 
is bo fhanster smoke as smoothly a 
possible from burning tobacco ta the 
amoakers lips. A critical element in 
the smoothness of the transfer is the 
amocthness of the airway from bowl 
(lomo ke 
believes disrupting the consistent, amd 


to button. Pipe artisan [.1- 


wth, transierence af amaoke 





thus sm 
can result in any number of complica 
tions, inctuding tongue Bite. Cooke 
peides himself in crafting the airways 
Of his pipes to hold a consistent val- 
ume of smoke thi 





Ugh WH mice 
abrupt changes: 

“aE § 
holes in the wood and the stem, you 


40 have different dinmeter air 





get two different speeds of alr, one 
through briar and the ether through 
the stem, then you wind up dumping 


4 hot stream of smoke om some guy's 





tongue.” Cooke says such a tlaw ik 
fatal to a good smoke. “Mo matter how 


aomebody packs, lights or smokes a 





pipe, he is all behind the eight ball.” 


He believes many pipes fail al the 








very last step of the transference, 
inside the end of the meuthpiece. A 
pipe that isn't adequately hollowed 
OUT im the bil squeeses the contents 
at the very last moment before smoke 
enters the mouth. All the invoke, ais, 
moisture and heat gang up in a dense 
mixture that assaulis the tongue with 
4 Vengeance. 

“All the amoke is being comcerntrat- 
ed—it's like a pin prick,” Cooke says. 
“In pour mouth, you're golng to eet a 
very amiall, focused stream of smoke.” 





Nevertheless, a perfect pipe alone 
Cannot prevent tongue bile. Any ome 
ot the culprits in creating bite can 





overmile all precautions. If a certain 


tobaceo bite: a particular smoker, the 





veel im which it is smoked won't 
matter. lt a smoker is packing a pipe 
poorly, even the best pipe can deliver 
tongue bite with the worst of them. 


“There's only ao much that a pipe- 


maker can tho—and can't do—in 





mari 
to the way S0INeOne Soke a pipe 

Cooke says. “You can do your best, 
Vel scmipeiody can take & greal pipe 


ET 
ach 





d make il a piece of torbure equip- 
ment.” 


Other considerations im selecting a 





pipe that won't bite include pooperly 
cured Griar and flitee train. Meticubours 
CUTE PROtsse Can age out elements 
in the briar that may contribute to 
tomgue bite. 

“Curing of the wood is critical," 
jays Pease. “Briar is full of sap-—and 
aap tastes bad. ['ve smoked poorly 
cured briar, and it tastes horrible. 
From @ pape peeripective, [ve always 
belleved that the better the wood, 
the better the pipe. It has to do with 
how well ihe briar is treated after it's 
harvested.” 

In SUM, SaVs Pease, “Geet a geen 
pipe. It doesn't hawe to be expeemsive. 
It just needs ta be well made fram 
meod brie.” 


4 nice grain with good breathing 


guatities may net solve all probbense 
with tangue bite, but some pipe smok- 
ers believe strongly that it has an effect 


on hew hotly a pipe amokes. 


AVisli to the blogs and chat rooms on 


thee subject reve, OMe SeVere Cabes ol 





hite thal eave antokers with bomgues 
feeling “like leather” and even cause 
hairy tongue, a condition in which the 
Surfaces of ihe tomgue become scaly 
and horribly uncomfortable. There are 
many sugeestions for homeopathic 
Pembvedies, such as water with lemon, 
ali, prod: 
ucts, such ad Biotene of Lom's Natural 


hakine soda ar sali, and he 





Mouthwash. 

Reople compare tongue bite to any 
number cf liery felaphors, inicheding 
AUCKING On da PPopearbe torch or licking a 
bec ot flee ants. Those who have posted 





an the internet know that tackling the 
subject of tongue bite can be like tack 
ling a bed of fire ants. Virtually every 





Im about bibe ik countered with pts 
wehbe. Lt is Wbely that a very 


complex set of factors contributes to 


cla 


precte oy 











bore 2, producing wide variation 
in i percelwed Cauues and solutions. 
[he 


ences strongly support the notion that 





Lremendous Variations in expert 
individual body chemistry and make- 


up, such a& density and number of taste 
buds, interact differently with different 
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tobaccos. When factoring in the amak- 
ing instrument and how itis smoked as 
Variables, an already complex problem. 
becomes a bona fide conundrum. 

Lt appears tongue bite rears back and 
bites at is worst under a set of condl- 
thons that combine into a sart of “per 
fect storm "—but the set of conditions 
that constitute the “perfect storm” 


provides a smoother smoke, resulting 
in less bite. Inspect the lngice of the 
bit's end and ensure it has been hal- 
lowed considerably. Use a pipe cleaner 
to probe the inside of a pipe amd “feel” 
for consistency in the alrway from 
bowl to bit. The pipe cleaner should 
alide in and out of the alnway with 
eae. This will also indicate the ease 


“When it comes to avoiding 
the torture of tongue bite, 
maintaining a clean pipe is 
unequivocally essential.” 


varles dramatically among individu- 
als. Nevertheless, a pipe smoker who 
Is faced with tackling tongue blbe on 
his own can take tangible steps that 
should produce results in the quest bor 
bite-ee smoking: 

Experiment to find what works— 
and what doesn't—for you. Try dlf- 
ferent tobaccos. in different pipes, 
which is a welcome proposition for 
moat smokers. Follow a methodal- 
ogy, though, that isolates each pipe 
and each tobaces. Start experimenting 
with a pipe that you beliewe rarely 
bites and try a number of tobacons in 
ihe same pipe. With this methodal- 
ogy, when a particular tobacco bites 
and others don’t in the same pipe, 
the troublesome tobacoo can be elimi- 
nated trom your repertoire. Be careful 
nat to generalize, though, and doen't 
eliminate all Hurleys because one bites. 
Try different varieties and brands of 
Burley before giving up on all of then. 
Stay alert for changes in smoking 
habits, such as increased frequency, 
which can contribute to tongue bite. 
Use the same methodology im reverse 
io find problemath pipes. Select a 
tobacco you believe rarely bites. Try 
this tobacco in a variety of pipes. In 
this way, a biting pipe can be isolated 
and eliminated from your rotation, 

When selecting a pipe to purchase, 
dlart a4 far away from the eight ball as 
possible. Pick one with good breathing 
qualithes and ample wood to col and. 
dry the smoke. Some smokers have 
found that the increased exposure to 
briar in Canadian pipes, for example, 


4h 


of cleaning a pipe of removing an 
obstruction while tt is assembled. 
Pack your pipe carefully and main- 
tain clear airways while smoking. As 
experimenting with pipes aind tebaccos 
is important, experiment with different 
methods of packing and con't overlook 
the subtleties. Experiment with how 
much you rub cut Makes, for example. 
Finely rubbed tobacce is prone to burn 
ing faster and depositing a more dense 
amvoke in the mouth. Tire degree of rub- 
bing can dramatically change smoking 
quality and favor, so try subtle varia- 
tions. When it comes to avoiding the 
torture of tongue bite, maintaining a 
clean pipe is unequivocally essential. 
Lubricate your mouth amd let your 


“Any variety of 
gentle drinks will 
help wash away 
substances from 
taste receptors 
and keep taste 
buds fresher 
while smoking.” 


mouth lubricate itself. If you ane par- 
ticularly prome to tongue bite (perhaps 
YOu are a supertaster and don't know 
ith, lubricate your mouth while enmvok- 
ing. Pease likes water or green tea. Any 


variety of gentle drinks will help wash 
away substances [rom taste receptors 
and keep taste buds fresher while 
amoking. An alert and fresh sense of 
tate means the amoaker will be saths- 
fled with more gentle puts of tobacco. 
Desperation iin the quest for flavor 
can quickly lead to tongue bite. Hy 
maximizing the time between pulls, 
your mouth will have greater apportu- 
nity to wash away taste receptors and 
replenish itself with its own matural 
moisture. A pipe will also smoke more 
coolly if the maxi mum time i allowed 
between pulls, producing the slow 
and gentle—but flavorful—smolder- 
ing the pipe smoker seeks. 

It is an unfortunate but mecessary 
evil that alleviating a bac case of bite 
usually involves reducing smoking 
temporarily to beljp the mouth replen- 
ish itself, But there are also steps that 
can speed up the process of restoring 
ihe tongue and sense of taste. In addi- 
thon to the hameopathic and commer: 
clal remedies mentioned, it may be 
best to borrcew from the science avail- 
able on mouth “burns” from hot pep- 
pers. Research im this area has found 
that milk is most effective in washing 
away some stubborn substances. from 
laste receptors. In the case of chill 
peppers, the casein in milk acts as a 
detergent and helps scrub taste recep- 
tors clean. 

The anecdotal evidence suggests 
that, even if a biclegical study of 
longue bite were conducted, the 
number of varlabbes required te truly 
unravel the conundrum of tongue bite 
would be exponential, And whether 
any such study could eliminate the 
ambiguity and contradictions tram 
comparions among unique individu. 
als is questionable. Perhaps it ist't 
even desirable. After all, it is the idin- 
ayneratic experiences and sometimes- 
eccentric preferences of Individuals 
that make pipe smoking an art. These 
preferences drive strong opliniers 
about the best practices in pipe smok- 
ing and fuel the many myths that 
populate the pipe world. “The myths 
are pervasive and femacious,"” says 
Pease, “and seme of them are actually 
beneficial to the hobby. lf pipe smek- 
ing were a purely objective, rathonal 
affair, it would lack a lot af the roman- 
tit pleasure it provides.” PAT 
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BY TAD GAGE AND JOE HARB 


Trial by FIRE 


Tite skill of tobacce shop ierniers fers, i 
aiiny paps, fontied the brckbane of the 
fiteninking experneice fin 10) pears, 
Tobacconists evolved fra a deg tadi- 
fier oof “chenist,” who Dloaded front 
fhelr nuititiuile of anni kos everyting 
from eadache rentedie to featvients fir 
dbapepsle and te duue. The nats af cus 
font Blending renredies maint hore and deep, 
Tabacco, omsidered a cantive, decane 
part of the sn Jet cur covedinieg aperest 
jor the snaderri-dey chemists, we're figlt- 
Tigiting the work of Bob Pereattl oof by 
Peretti, a fannie Bosdot senoke slop 
eshiliiged ft 1870, and Blok Cottileb's 
4Nogeiis in Vererncat. 

Peretti, the cmnparye's president aad 
prnidsan of the fries, offers muy clas 
sicaily sfvted proper artd restnieimed English 
atatnures as well as tuae-fested Virghatar 
amid Bueley ierids. aMoggins i perlianps: 
fine Aumeriont fit its steling, frequently 
enpliving aventiy ine toleecoos int blertabs: 
Dhan did the Beeglish. doggies blends call 
an aie types of tebacco, dachidlag ligt 
did kk Cael, Orentnls, Lite, 
Burley and several types af WVirginla, 
Aaron! and Moti Camelia leaf Bootle 
stions utilize the dest piaects fro several 
sources bo capitan the dest fondery’s ernie 
fachaners Jerve to offer. 

These are bagged! Blends sviilable 
front t few oentces te panied alloetnaevits. 
Althorgh the begs will keen the trlurcco 
nia ford wile, a defnite ane of 
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ar transfer Gees place thre fie plas 
He Pon plat te fan and colle any of 
Tree blends, we owned tunsfenieg 
your rnixtives te glass Hall jars. Blerudy 
dre feriiied on the conmpanies’ Web sltes: 
www. LPerettLoom, Seer os: aan 
www 4Nogeins.com, G02 298.7520, 


—Tap Gare 


LJ. Peretti 102 

tive This brown mound of aromatic 
Burley delivers in a way few precdcmi- 
nately Burley mixtures do. The pouch 
aroma contains hints of chocolate, but 
mostly the bland, slightly earthy arora 
you'd expect from a Burley Wend. 
There seem to be hints of vanilla-cased 
light burley Cavendish, but what's 
proncumced im the subthe aroma amd 
lightly mottled mixture is a variety of 
different ribbon-cut leaves. 

The medium ribbon cut packs eas 
iby art limes quickly It works equally 
well in any size bowl, What struck me 
was the eweetness, which would hint 
that the darker bits in the mixture 
may be some nicely aged Virginia. 
It could, however, be lightly stowed. 
Burley Cavendish. There are mo over- 
tones of a flavored topping—mo bitter- 
ness OF phony glycerin favering. Other 
than a stoved and caked Burley flake, 
this may be one of the most appeal- 
ing predominantly Burley mixtures [ve 
ever smoked. 


HIPES ABD TOBACCO + SLAM 


Even after comiiderable drying, it 
stays moist and smokes a bit puicy, 
which would indicate some type of 
casing. | can tive with a moextest bit 
of swabbing to enjoy the complex. 
iny af this blend. Although “nutty” 
ik a common appellation for Burley, 
there is litthe of the mut in this ler. 
Instead, the amoke delivers mane celi- 
cate splce—nutmeg, cayenne pepper, 
a hint of clove, and, of course, the soft 
grammy, woodsy, slightly dirtlike quality 
of welbcored Burley. Peretti 192 is a real 
eye-opener Uf, like me, you find mode 
all-Hurley blends boring. It works @reat 
in briar pipes and offers a particular 
subtle softies: in a meerschaum. This 
is a miust-try if you've wondered about 
what a classic all-American Burley 
blend could be. Appealing room aroma 
just makes it a litthe easier to smerke in 
finicky company. 

Hie: Peretti's mixture #102 is a Burley- 
based blend Mavored with a delicate 
aweel toppling that has a pleasant arora 
similar to lightly spiced sugar cookies. It 
is amin of meclium-bo- fine cubse cut that 
is intermingled with crimp and ribbon- 
cut leaf that packs easily with a light 
lamping. The composithon features sev- 
eral types of Burleys, from meediunm tan 
to dusty brown, amd includes a [ight 
aprinkling of Turkish leaf and Latakia. 
The first light & very smooth, amd 
the flavoring and peom note are celi- 


clous. Once stoked, the Burleys that 
have bem more fired emerged with a 
medivn favor level. The Latakia adds 
qome depth without exerting too much 
flaver into the mix 30 pou can enjoy 
the merits of the Burleys, which are fea- 
tured throughout the bowl, sometimes 
focusing on the lighter nutty character, 
and at other times taking advantage 
af the deeper flavars of the more pro 
cesied leaf. This is a blend that burns 
easily and remains dry through the 
bowl, leaving mo g@eop in the dey gray 
aéhy It earns an enthusiastic recommen: 
dation if you're booking for an all-day 
amoke that will most likely be pleasant 
bo those around you. 


LJ. Peretti Omega 

twa: Balkan mixtures are among the 
easiest ta create and the hardest to get 
right. Li's all about the quality af ingre- 
dients amd the deftress in balancing the 
ingredients. Eveballing this medium 
tibbon-cut mixture, there's a lot of black 
Latakia sprinkled with lighter Oriental 
leaf. [| spotted al least three variet- 
les, ranging from the almest whitish 
lzmit to a reddish-brown leaf, perhaps 
a Samuun, and maybe a sweet golden- 
colored Turkish varbetal like Bitlis. 

The nose, however, certainly doesn't 
have the overpowering Latakia pres- 
ence you might expect in this predomi. 
nantly dark mixture. There is no telltale 
sweel aroma al Virginia, but there b& 
a smaky sweetness from one of the 
Turkish varbetals. 

The mixture packs well and lights 
quickly, delivering tons of sathiving 
smoke. The Latakia is Cyprian, without 
the fruity sweetness of Syrian Latakla. 
But this is a very fine Cyprian Latakia, 
without the earthy bittemness that char- 
acterizes many (Cyprian products. The 
blend starts out with a anvoky sweet 
quality, carrying undertones of cigar 
from ane of the Orientals. There's a 
slight peppery quality that could be 
Perique but more likely comes from the 
Turkish leaf. 

The mixture becomes a lithe earthber 
and denser about halfway dewn, mo 
matter what kind of pipe or bowl it's 
smoked in. The taste becomes remilnis- 
cent of a rich, slightly bitter espressa. 
The mixture has a mice finish with io 
unpleasant aftertaste, burs down to 
a bit af ash and smokes very dry. This 


is an impressive and complex blend, 
pushing the limits of a full English 
blend without generating a Latakia 
coma, 

Hae: A friend sent me a sample of 
Beretti's Omega a number of pears age 
bo iinttreduce me te the taste of Latakia 
when | was starting te explore ditfer- 
ent blends. At that tinve, Latakia pro- 
Vided a flavor | didn't care for, but over 
the years [ve grown to appreciate and 
enjoy tL. tis nice te revisit Omega now 
and see what | may have misged in that 
earlier exploration. Opening the pouch, 
the smokiness that rises first dignal: the 
presence of a good amount of Latakia, 
and there is an underlying sweetness 
and spiciness from pungent medium 
tam te light brown Turkish leaf The 
mokture level in the pouch was on 
the slightly dry side, with the Turkish 
bobaccos still supple. Before lighting the 
tohacce, | sipped through the pipe ane 
noted a hint of cinnamon underneath 
the amaky Latakia. 

Once lit, the Latakla character was 
right on top, smoky and ameoth, rich 
and deep, with the Turkish tobacons 
adding a nice sweetness and mellow- 
nesé te the amvake. By mid-howl, the 
Latakia had staked its claim as the 
primary flavor yel did mot overwhelm 
the spice tobacco: underneath. As | 
progressed down the bowl, the paun- 
gent Turkish component developed a 
robustness that added depth and com- 
plemented the Latukia with mice bal- 
ance, which remained throughout the 
remalinder of the bowl, leaving a soft, 
dry gray ath. Overall, Omega is a rich, 
enjoyable amoke that is a medium- to 
moderate-flavored blend, well balanced 
for smoothness and enhanced by the 
addition of spice fram the Turkish 
tohaccos. Well worth a place on your 
bo-tey list if you're looking for a well- 
moderated level of Latakia in a superbly 
crafted English blend. 


4Moggins Britt's Balkan 

true: Britt's delivers a different take 
ond Balkan blend—more Amverican- 
atvle compared with Peretti’s classically 
En@lish Omega. Geitt's Koa predomi- 
nantly dark mixture with a pronounced 
Latakia pouch aroma, spiked with hints 
of Oriental, Virginga leaf and a hint 
al natural vanilla-infused Cavendish— 
something you'd seldom find in a tra- 
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Make Your Own Pipes at Home! 
With ne trier oxperience and with ont 
basic tools you can lean to carve heir 
loom pipes. Everything you mced & 
availabe from PIMO, oe source for 
pipe making supplies for beth ths 
novice and the advanced pipe crafter. 








STEPBY STEP INSTRUCTION 








Order PIMOVs Guide to Pupe-Craiting 
at Home, “the Bible of pipe making" for 
over aquartar of a cemury. Compler 
Instruction. 112 pages. Profusely The 
wated. $18.00 (plus $2.50 postagel 
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Briar blocks, Stems. Teols unl Finishing 
Supplies wre listed) in our FREE 
culakiyg. “Te get yours, write to: PEMD, 
Buliernot Lane, PO Box 2a, Wane 
chester Center, VT 05255 or call: (02) 
Sh2-3371, 9 aam. to] pam. weekdays. 
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ditional English Balkan mixture. The 
telatively fine cut packs well and lights 
and burns easily. 

Diehard English mixiure smokers 
might question the vanilla Cavendish 
top note, but it's very subtle. You 
sense it in the sinuses rather than 
an the tongue. lt reminds me of 
Deertongue, adding a hint of vanilla 
flavor far more subtle than Danish- 
made Balkan blends that acd substan: 
tially more stoved Cavendish. Bright 
and ted ribbon-cut Virginia fake con- 
tributes some sweetness and a light 
CUfrant essence. lt needs air drying to 
help the moist blend smoke mare eas- 
ily with less puffing. Treated thusly, 
li burns te the bottom of the bowl, 
leaving a bit of ash. If you like Enelich 
blends with Cavendish but find most 
ol these mixtures simply have too 
much Cavendish, this is what you've 
heen seeking. 

Hann: This is described as a true Balkan 
blend based on Virginia, Oriental and 
Latakia toebaccos. A hint of vanilla is 
added to give the blend an interesting 
and intriguing variation to the classic 
Balkan blends. And itis only a hint of 
vanilla, added with a delicate touch by 


Thousands of Pipes 


the blender. In the pouch, the aroma 
is a mix of the smoky Latakia, rich 
Orientals, and an underlying tangy 
sweetness from the Virginias vanilla. 
The blend is mostly dark tobaccos 
with light tan and brown ribbons 
interspersed in the mix. 

With the first light, it is the Turkish 
tobaccos that come to the forefront, 
delivering a medium to full Mavwor that 
is nicely balanced with the Latakia so 
that the latter doesn't overwhelm the 
other components. The Virginias are 
underneath, supperting the blend with 
their sweetness. As the blend develops 
in the bowl, it remains smooth and 
there is a good interplay between the 
tobacco types. The Latakia is more in 
the background of the Orientals for 
most of the bowl, lending depth and 
complexity without muting either the 
Virginias or the Orhentals. [he vanilla 
is, | think, an appropriate favoring 
to choose because the Vircinias can 
have a Vanillafcaramel character, and 
the hint of vanilla just enhamees that 
character for the better in this blend. 
Britt's Balkan definitely deserves a 
place at or near the top al your to-tey 
Hist. 


Hundreds of Tobaces Blends 


Your One-Stop Shop! 


4Noggins Three Blind Moose 

Lie: The clever name alone compelled 
mee totry it. The mixture has an appeal- 
Ing but almost overwhelming biutter- 
sootch-maple aroma and is am abtrac- 
tive brown and gold mix of ribieon-cut 
dark, light and medium Cavendish. it's 
perhaps a bit too moist without a short 
alt-drying, but even out of the pouch 
irs nothing like many of the gummy 
aromatic blends you find. 

The slightly varied ribbons make 
it very easy to light and keep burn- 
Ing. [kL exudes Very little: mvoiiture. 40 
you don't need a row of pipe cleaners 
at the ready to get through a bowl. 
Gattlieh creates his aromatic blends 
from McClelland and Comell & Diehl 
Cavendish, both makers who produce 
top-notch naturally flavored arcmatic 
leaf without using glycerin-based sauce. 
Asa result, there is no bitter altertaste 
to anol! the mixtures. 

The butter and Premch toast flawor 
is neticeable in the smoke and mot just 
the pouch aroma. But in the smoke, it 
is pleasant and not overpowering. The 
Burley adds lithe but works well to bind 
the various types of Cavendish into a 
cohesive whole. | liked it very muuch in 
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reerschaum, but it ales worked well 
in briar and did not impart any off 
flavers or carry into subkequent smokes 
in those briars—comething you can't 
say about a lot of aromatic blends. 
This outstanding aromatic could eas- 
ily move near the top of aromatic 
and Cavendish mixture lowers’ lists 
and is actually different and appealing 
enough te merit consideration by those 
who smoke mostly unflavored English 
blend: but could make a place for a 
select few aromatics. 

Hie: Here, we have a catchy name for 
a blend of Burley tobacce that is mixed 
with dark, light amd black Cavendish 
tobaceos bo produce an aroma ard 
taste of butterscotch. It was moist in 
the powch, but the sweet and attrac- 
tive aroma of buttersootch was easy to 
find. And once in the pipe, the taste of 
butterscotch was just a noticeable, The 
Burley is a fine, hort ribbon, amd the 
Cavendish & variable-sized chunks. in 
the pipe, after a period of time ta dry, 
it packed easily and Lit at the touch of 
the flame, releasing a buttery, sweet 
smoke that was mild, cool and very 
ameoth. It stayed pretty much the same 
aé it progressed down the bowl but lost 


a bit of the buttery flavor toward the 
end. Three Blind Moose is described 
aé a blend that could easily become an 
all-day smoke that can be enjoyed in 
public, and one that may reward with 
nice, poutive comments fram those 
around you. Wo you Burley aromatic 
lovers haven't discovered this one vet, 
here's Wour cue. 


4 Noggins Jesse's Own 
ti With shart and alternatively thin 
and shagey tibboms of several types of 
Virginia and a amattering of Latakia, 
the blend delivers a nose of honey amd 
Latakia. The pouch aroma and subse- 
guent enoking convinces me the mix. 
ture must include some lightly topped 
Cavendish—perhaps the unusual and 
interesting Comell & Diehl Red Virginia 
Cavendish that 4Noweins makes avail- 
able on its awn as a bulk blending 
tobacco. The fact that after two weeks 
in an unsealed bag tlhe tohaceo was 
at quite moist further reinforces my 
opinion that there's something aro 
matic in it 

Despite the moisture content, it 
lighis and bums nicely. | favened it in 
lager, Wider bowls to minimize the 


amount of pulling required te keep it 
sloked. Sweet Virginias predominate. | 
liked that Lotakia was used as a condi- 
ment, adding a bit of smoky spice yet 
staying firmly planted in the hack- 
grouncL The aged Virginia leaf smokes 
amoeothly and without tongue bite ard 
alfer a comforting, pleasing meutral- 
ity that works any time of the day or 
evening. 

Hive The neni of tobaccos in fesse's 
Own—sweel Virginia, Maryland, 
Orientals, Perique and a hint of Cyprian 
Latakia—is similar to that of Butten 
Hay, but the similarity stops there. 
The pouch aroma is sweet, with a nice 
spicy tang from the Virginia, (nuiitimess 
from the Perique and delicate pun- 
gency from the Oriental and Latakia 
tohaccos used. At the first light, the 
Berique & noticed on the palate, with 
ihe sweet Virginias and Oriental leaf 
itimulating on the lips and the deeper 
Maryland and Latakia tobaccos linger- 
ing an the tongue. Gree stoked, the 
blend took on the anponth, rch armed 
mellow character of a Virginia/Perique 
blend that was complemented by the 
Orientals and supported by the deeper 
flavors of the Maryland and the Latakia 


COWN'S® TOLL FREE: 1-888-292-9576 * TEL: 615-292-9576 » EMAIL: info@uptowns.com 


*Smoke Shop 


WWW.Uptowns.com 





in the background. [t has a nice com- 
plexity and balance, with just enough 
of a difference to make it an intriguing 
Virginia/Perique blend that separates it 
from the norm. Recommended for your 
to-tey list, this blend will most certainly 
find a place in my rotation. 


4 Hoggins Button Bay 
Gaal: | ty to avald reading blenders* 
or manulacturers’ descripthons of their 
mixtures before | try them, so ['m bess 
influenced to find or discount what 
1 see and taste. lin Buitom Bay, | saw 
an awful lot of action im this shagey, 
chunky, rlbbony mix, There were bits 
of sliced flake, lante, torn leaf a quarter 
Inch across and varying tibbon cuts. 
1 laid out the tobacco and identified 
eight or nine different. types. [t defi- 
nitely smells like an English blend with 
a peodly amount of pungent, almost 
briny-smelling Turkish leaf | knew this 
was going to be an American “every- 
thing but the kitchen sink" mixture, 
and when [ did get around to reading 
Gaottlieh’s descripiion, | almost con- 
gratulated myself on identifying moat 
of the varieties used. 

It lights well and profiles like a clas- 


sic Turkish blend—more pungent than 
blends featuring more delicate Orbental 
or Macedonian heal. f've always had 
trowble describing where this charac- 
teristic comes from, particularly when 
a Turkish varietal mixture is uied. I'd 
say a fair amount of Samsun leaf con- 
tributes much of the pungent, almost 
cigarlike fave. 

Button Hay 6 an excellent, smooth- 
smoking mixture with a lot of depth 
ard complexity. A towch of Perkque adds 
some tang, a modest dose of Latakia 
lends smokiness, Virginia leaf adds very 
litthe sweetness bul some smoothness, 
and the Burley lends something of a 
cuminlike spice undertone. [t's com- 
plex and interesting enough to smoke 
frequently without tiring of it. The 
refreshing pungency tastes wortdlestul, 
making it a particularhy good outdoor 
smoke, 

Hare: Button Bay has most of the play- 
ers: nutty Burley, fich Virginia tohac- 
om, Turkish, Latakia and Perique. It 
Is described’ at a very English blend, 
and the aroma emanating from the 
pouch highlights the smoky Latakia, 
with underlying frulty, sweet and tangy 
notes. The compedithon consis of tan 


to medium and dark brown tobaceos 
in a sea of black chunks. Onee lit and 
stoked, | felt the Turkish and Wirginias 
were dominant, with sone higher tones 
from. the Perigue, and this remained 
throughout the first half of the bowl. 
The Perique blossomed a little past this 
point, but the Burley and Lotakia were 
barely noticeable even toward the end 
of the bowl f just couldn't get my pal- 
ate around this blend, and | didn't get 
the character that would suggest pul- 
ting it in the English category. 


4Noggins Bald Headed Teacher 

iiwa: This is definitely a straightior- 
ward, all-American Burkey blend, spiked 
with a hint of Latakia and a good 
dose of medium brown aged Virginia 
tobacco, Despite the other elements, 
this is @ blend for Burley lovers. As aech, 
1 could appreciate the fine earthy Mawor 
of quality, wellcured Burley, although 
this was perhaps not as interesting a 
the Peretti 102. The slightly shaggy rib- 
han cut makes it an excellent perlormer 
in larger pipes. | thought some of the 
leal, however, was almost too finely cut, 
resulting ina slightly powdery texture 
that sent bits of tobacce fying through 
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the aichole and onte my tongwe at the 
outset of every smoke. Slight leather 
overtones do evoke images of a profes- 
aon Clad in his tweed jacket, thougheful- 
ly pulfing. Personal preferences aside, 
this & a very well done mixture for 
Burley devotees, 

Hie: Bald Headed Teacher is a blend 
that features the old-fashioned Burley 
laste as ihe main character amd is spiced 
with tich Virginias and Latakia. In the 
pouch, | detected a hint of cinnamon 
or mutmes, a light sweetness, and the 
smokiness of the Latakia. The blend is 
composed of medium tan, brown and 
dark chunks, with the latter dominating 
the blend. lt 6.4 mixed cut with broken 
cubes and ribbons mibeed with the irreg- 
ular cut of the Latakia that makes pack- 
Ing error-free; it's sultable for a variety 
of bowl sizes. The moisture level was 
suitable for loading without protracted 
drving tine, 
the crispy aide, The tobacco welcomed 
the flame, Lit and stoked easily, amd 
yielded a nutty, moderately deep flavor 
from the Burleys that was lightly sweet, 
with the Latakia in the background 
lending depth without interfering with 
the character of the Burleys. The sweet 


unless You preber it on 


Virginias soon emerged, adding tang 
and zest to the Burleys. By mid-bowl, 
the blend had increased in depth of fla 
vor with the darker Burleys taking over, 
yel keeping the Latakia at bay to serve 
only a6 a seasoning. This is an intrigu- 
ing blend that is very smooth and bal- 
anced, smokes cool and dry amd doesn't 
disappoint throughout the bow! 


Harvest Moon 
Cate: This classic American-style mix- 
ture features cube-cut white Burley, a 
amall portion of Latakia and stoved Red 
Virginia. Although mot advertised in 
the blender's description, it seemed the 
blend also incheded white Burkey ribbon 
cul and possibby some light Cavendish, 
because tt did have a Wery light aro 
matic characteristic. It's a good-look- 
ing blend, ranging from light tam amd 
medium brown flecks to the deep bores 
of Larakia. 

lth ascot, melhow blend that doesn't 
offer any flavor challenges. Anyone 
whe had competed im a smoking con- 
test where straight cube-cut Burley is 
weed will tell you it can deliver a pauun- 
gent, almost skunky taste. This Burley 
hlend was dry and earthy with almost 


a cinnamon bark quality. The stowed 
Virginia is a welcome additiean, add- 
ing much-needed sweetness and moat 
af the blend's interest. As with Bald 
Headed Teacher, the Latakia adcds a bit 
af spice bul minimal Latakia character. 
Hae: This is a blend that features light 
to medium cured Burkey that is pre- 
sented witha medium cube cut. A small 
amount of Latakia li added for depth, 
and stowed fed Virginia is added for 
aweetness. A delicate ampoky and leath- 
ery aroma from the Latakia rises from 
the pouch, and the Virginias contribute 
awechmess. lin thre bowl, the tang Aric 
aweetmess of the Virginias are first to 
emerge, with the rich tobacco flavors of 
ihe Burley close behind and the Latakia 
im the backoreund more a4 a@ ocondi- 
ment By mid-bowl, the Burleys were 
More Prominent, supported mone bry 
ihe Latakia than the Virginias, which 
had become one-dimensional to my 
taste. This taste character continued 
through the remainder of the bowl. The 
amoke was enooth and dry theoughout 
and lefi a clean abh. if Burkey blends 
are your regulars, this ome could satiety 
at a well-balanced blend for an all-day 
smoke. [hry 


Sad news 


The pipe world lost a great friend with the passing of pipemaker Steve 


Anderson in March of this year. 


With his wife, Roswitha, Anderson was a pipemaker for 
almost 40 years, opening S&R Woesd Crafts in the 1470s in 
Columbus, Ohio. With that company. they made and sold 
pipes that galmed admiration from pipe smokers everywhere. 
Later the couple opened Mipes and Pleasures on Eaat Main 
Sireet, a full-service tobacconist with a 3,000 -scare-foot pipe 
making workshop in the back They made remarkably afford- 
able pipes as welllas beautiful high grades and were vocal and 
active iin the pipe hobby. 

Steve and Boswitha were featured in an article in this maga- 
zine in its very first Keue, winter 1996, and ome of their pipes 
WHS PRSented os 1 MueaeL piece in the summer 2002 issue. 

One of the achievements Steve Anderson was most proud 
of was his induction into the prestigious Maiines-Pipiers de 
Saint-Claude (master plpemakers of Saint-Claudel, He will be 
remembered by all-of us in the pipe hobby as a great crafts 
man, 2 great friend and ain enthusiastic supporter of all things 
pape relabed_ 








CORPS Pipe Show 

The 25th Anmual CORPS (Conclave OF Richmond Pipe 
Smokers! Pipe Smokers’ Celebration and Exposition will 
be held Friday, Oct. 2, through Sunday, (ict. 45, at the 
Holiday Inn Select-Koger South Conference Center, 108(i) 
Midlothian Turnpike, Richmond, Va. Mention the CORPS 
or “pipe smokers” for special room rates. For more infor 
Tation of ta reserve a table, comtact QORPS at M0 Box 
2464, Chesterfleld, VA 23832; phone: B4.342.0761; e-mail: 
conclmeitcorpipesniokerorg, Web site: havi conlpenniokerns.arg. 


Milwaukee Area Pipe Show 

The ninth annual Milwaukee Area Pipe Show (MAPS) will 
be held June 13, 2000, from 9 aim. to 4 pom. at the Clarion 
Hotel and Conference Center, Ainport, 5311 5. Howell Ave, 
Millwaukee, WI S320). Friday Evening Welcome Reception 
and Buffet in the Show Roc at the Clarion is from 6-10 poo 
Contact the Clarion Hotel and Conterence Center, Alrport at 
414.481.2400 for neon reservations. Mention the WLAPS Show 
for the special discommi rate. To reserve a table, or for more 
information, contact the Milwaukee srea Pipe Society, Aton: 
Tom Pellowski, M0. Box 174, Elm Grave, WI 5412240174, 
fpelionskinwd rcv, General information is also available at 
the MAPS Web ite al winner pesociety cone 


New York Pipe Shows 

The 13th annual International Pipe Swap will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 12, 2000, and the fifth annual Pipe Swap 
Spectacular will be held om Saturday, Dec. 5, 2006, Both 
shows will be bocated at the Wyndham (bormerty Ramada) 
Newark International Airport Hotel. Special room rates 
are available by asking about the pipe show discount. 
Hatel reservations may be made by calling 974.824.4000. 
More information may be obtained by contacting Richard 
Esserman at 238 Avering Ave, Unit 2, Passaic, N] OF055. 


North American Society of Pipe Collectors Pipe Show 

The 2009 North American Soctety of Pipe Collectors Pipe 
Show will be held from 9 om. to 5 pom. on Saturday, Aug. 
29, 2008, at the Midwest Hotel & Conference Center, 
400 Sinclair Road, Columbus, OH 45229, Call the hotel 
at 877.609 6086 and mention the show for a special room 
tate. For show information, contact Bill Unger at P.O. Box 
$542, Columbus, OH 42208 614.252 2904. bilerunac arg. 


West Coast Pipe Show 

The first annual West Coast Mipe Show will be held at the 
Palace Station Hotel and Casina in Las Vegas from Oct. 41- 
Now. 1. The hotel has 100 smoking room and early registra 
tion is encouraged to ensure getting one of these rooms To 
make a reservation and receive a special mxom fate, comtact 
Palace Station Hotel amd Casino at 80e0.634.31001; Web sie: 
hitips: Aron. shitioncasties conyveg pity LANSA PERS piioc fet 
fe Reset+PAL+fincinist+ Uy Ae seo: pelplpe2/, 

For more information regarding renting a table or 
attending the show, contact Marty Pulwers at 650.965.7403; 
e-Mall: mpuidlveriave. cont or Steve O'Nelll at 435.258 5441; 
e-mail: sari trned ls tas. 
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Correction 


In the article about the Seattle pipe club in cur last issue, 
we inadvertently published this photo of the club pipe 
without proper attribution. Both pipe and phote were 
produced by Sinan Altinok of altimkplpecom, We apolo- 
gize for the oversight 








Pipes and tobaccos magazine PRIME Retailers 


Please patronize these P&T PRIME retailers—shops that have dedicated 
themselves to the service of discerning pipe smokers everywhere. 


Pipes 





Al Pascia 

Wal paschi.comt 
Via Torino 61 
20123 Milano, Italy 
+59 (2 FS S07 
+40 02 B64 5 2T2T 


Bispaard Pipes 

Ww Disa plpes conti 
Jeppe Aakjers Vej 
A400 Ebeltott 
Denmark 

+H45.8644, WOO? 


Cigar & Tabac, Lid. 
we ciaidialue.con 
Seen Wi. LOSth St. 
Overland Mark, KS 66212 
914.481.5507 


Cup O Joe's 

We oes Corn 

O59 State Rite. 

Suite T 

Gueensbury, MY 12804 
418.615.0107 
Sas. 68 Gh To 


Davids Cigars Ltd. 
(six locations) 

Wwe kr iis ches cen 
SCN 64.0910 


Chatham Station Center 
9180 Baltimore National 
Pike 

Ellicott City, Mi 21042 
410.4 4B 


Wertridge Center 
1015 West Patrick St. 
Frederick, MAL 21702 
301 62 6 


Shady Grove Center 
15022 Shady Grove Road 
Gaithersburg, M0 20a? 
S014 a4) 


Shoppes of Oley 

4116 Olney-Sandy Spring 
Biwack 

Olney, MD 20h? 

S01 2607 a8. 


Cabin John Shopping 
Center 

fia? Tuckerman Lane 
Potomac, MD 20854 
301 983 6046 


Tuning Point Center 
B25 Fingerboard Road 
Urbana, MO 20704 

01 874.10 1000 


De La Concha 

WW diehiconclae.co 
0 eth Ave Sth St 
New York, WY 1019 
S12 757 3167 


BRB-CIGARLOA 


(BRS 244. 2704) 


Fader's (three locations) 
Ue fonlerfotunr con 
BOO APA 


Store Warehouse 
Location 

25 Allegheny Ave. 
Towson, MO 21204 
4106284555 


Valley Village Shopping 
Center 

OL7S Reisterstown Road 
Crwings Mills, MD 21117 
410.363.7799 


40 Wet Shopping Center 
728 North Rolling Road 
Catonsville, MD 21228 
417 449090 


Greentree Tobacco Go. tne. 


Wh W green freehintharce. cont 
147 Egg Harbor Road, P-2 
Sewell, NJ (8080 
446.474.4010 


Habana Premium Smoke 
Shoppe 

Wwe pl penanaicl ens ome 
Exclusive retailer of Seattle 
Fipe Club Blends 

1537 Central Awe. 

Albany, M¥ 122505 
518.6). 1 205 

Se eh 


Iwan Ries & Co. 
wh by fides on 
195. Wabash 
Chicago, 1. ates 
Bie. 621 1457 


JL Fielding 

Ww fain 

176? Lexington Ave: 6. 
St. Paul, MN 45114 
651.480.7504 

888.4492. 7473 


Park-Lane Tobacconist 
prilanchabaccotinnl. cone 

WH panne tic can ish conn 
15 Park Ave, 

Clifton Park, NY 12065 
S18.471.6A5H (6rd) 


Payless Pipes 

WW ere es cont 
201 Saint Charles Ave, 
ox 4 

New Cleans, LA 70170 
866.747 3747 


Pulver Briar 

wah pilerstinin. con 
Po. Bex 60 14d 

Palo Alte, CA S43Che 
G50. 65. 5 





Smoking pipes com 
bi SRE es Cele 
2 East Hwy. oO 

Little River, (2 29566 
BS 2819304 


The Briar Patch 

Apreden Fair Mall 

wwe drlorpntcl be 

L6Be Arden Way, Suite 2006 
Sacramento, CA ‘95815 
916.929 8965 

866 215.6345 


The Briary Pipe & Tobacco 
Shoop 

wii irebrlery con 

09 Oak Growe Road 
Homewood, AL 35208 
215 942 20001 
a ae a] 
Uptown's Smoke Shop 
bi Ltrs coe 

4001 Hillsbors Read 
Nashville, TH 37215 
615.292.0476 

BRR 292.05 7h 
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Pipe by Peter Heding + Phote by Chuck Stanian 






Home of the best values in quality pipes, 
including Cavicchi, Norther Griars and 
the superb handmade pipes of 


About The Briary | 
You'll find southern 
iacarteliiay and charm at 


its best when you Visit our 


Birmingham carver Skip alitece 


vintage, Fully restored 1899 
farmhouse shop in 
Homewood, Alabama. 
Yankees are welcome. Enjoy a 
pipe in Our smoking room, 
relax in the ambience of The 
Briary and browse our 


extensive pipe and tabacco 


Northern Briars 


selections. We'll treat you to a 
cup of coffee and some great 
conversation. The Briary, with 
more than 55 years of staff 

experience, serving y 


discriminati ng pipe smokers 





everywhere. Y'all come. 









i 
VISIT OUR STO RE. 
609 Oak Grove Road 
Homewood, AL 35208 
We do not have a catale 


CONTACT US 
Tel: 877-3BRIARY 
or 877-327-4279 
Fax: 205-942-9080 


Visit ourfaventory at www.thebriary.com 


Californias finest pipe and tobacco shop. 
www .briarpatch.biz 





eter Ma io) More than 200 bulk and tinned tobaccos 
— DRIAR Parc 


Arden Fair Mall 
1689 Arden Way, Suite 2006 
Sacramento, CA 95875 
Toll Free ; 866-215-6345 
— In Calif.: 916-929-8965 
ci. | Eamail: Info@briarpatch.biz 
www.briarpatch. biz 





